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and as it prowekes wrath, 


where Hard [4b ptr ſons are de- 
Up 


to vile aff ff ectioms. 


Ind theveh thankefſulneſſe 


F4mnot #| ay in the jaſtrs- 


" ment, but goeth by it tothe 
"anther, yet it & dee to ſach, 


whoſe hands God comutyts 
bu benefits. tt hath pleaſed 
that bleſſed God, 16 flivre 
"p your Lad; oy m 
good: ft, oy for mee Z 
e4 Minifter to your Homes- 
rable ſamilie, how weake ſo- 
euer ; yet not without ſame 
frei by bu bleſiing , whoſe 
power us | free in weakeneſſe , 
where, how I was cared for, 
my conſcience dorh witneſſe : 
ſecondly, in your opportunity 


( preferring publike good, 
fo 
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fo were your words) gining 
me 4 free, and comfortable 
entrance into this charge, 
wherein I now labouy, arc or- 
ding to my meaſure, Aud 
from that time, I haue beene 
followed with kindneſſe from 


that houſe , but that ſpecial- 


ly refreſheth mee 10 Yemen. 
ber, that for the worke of my 
Mimiſlerie , your Homour 
willed mee 10 count you as nyy 
mother, 1 am bold thus in 
particular, to propound. you 
for Gods Honour, ar an ex- 

le, eſpecially to Patrons, 

AN finding my ſelfe 

much bound , 1 rl Pp 
thought how beſides my 
prayers, 1 might by ſome pe- 
per teſtimonic, ſhew ſol 
[] e- 


A} 


—— 


_— _ 


Taz Eryrsrtn 
thankefull to your Ladiſhip ; 
and reſolued at laft to write 
theſe notes faire, and ſend 
them for the helpe of your 
faith and comfort, wn wit- 
meſſe of the continuing , of 
my trwe care for your ſoules 
good, Hereunto ] was the 
rather inclined , for that 1 
wnderſioed , ſome ts hant 
found helpe ( through the 
mercie of God ) to the quie- 
ting of their conſcience by 
the reading of them , when 
they were 11 ſhorter notes of 
4 Sermon : In the meane 
time, diver ſe friendes called 
vpon met, for ſome thing ts 

Preſſe, from which the 
knowledge of mine awne 
wants hath hitherto kept me, 


yes 
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yet debating i: thus , If the 
matter be profutabie : firſt ge 
is wor likely 50 bee burt that 
way , but more oſefull then 
by writing - ſecondly, more 
fit to ſome for reading ; and 
ts comney bookes to fritnds, 
more commodious they Co. 
pres in writing. Here | iucke 
at ths, that good book 5 for 
this helpe bee nor feat , but 
then 1 thought agame, that 
a quaintance being 4 he(pe 19 
make them knowne, all come 
net to one hand : 1/5 dhy, 


hath glor e 
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ſpirit, ginen to profit withad: 


* Fifth , that my ſelfe owe 10 


them that hane (s aduentn- 


red themſelnes, It yelded, not 


__ feare, I confeſſe, ; 
it to God 

bis blefing, and 19 the laue 
of my deare friends to fur. 
ther it, it « now ont of my 
hands. 

Good Madam, ve it 4- 
mong #ther helpes : I once 
left a little thing with you, 
is helpe you in examination 
of your title to Heaucn, this 
may 4 little further that P 
being ( 1 thinke ) fuller, to 
that purpoſe. Calling made 
faress 4 great comfort, and 
aduamage for 4 Chriftian, 


many 
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you have yinew g00d example 
in youy conflant reſpet# 

Gods ordinances , glorifie 
God more with the frites of 
your faith and lone; call for 
the inſpirations of the ſpirit, 
19 be carried earneſtly after 
him, bee pur « people, 
to beitalour of good workes : 


locke imto the felicitie of 


Gods choſen dayly, bee fill 
making it ſure in your owne 
[4 chence , the end of thu 
fe puts Gods people in poſ- 
ſeffion of endlieſſe life, T ve 
hreheſt in the earth, hane 
but terre of life in their pre- 
ſent things how gres! ſo ener, 
and dying out of Chriit, are 
A with- 
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withoat end miferabie. Blej- 
fed are that ſo rruff-11 
rt a = rents jr 
for their God : that is tobee 
inewen in experience-by rhe 
Pirie of Chrift , deſtroying 
the dominion of ſinne, and 
lading vs , ſo as that in the 
conrſe lofe, we are with 
God, thigh foyled for our 
bumbling in many templati- 
ns, The God of life, pre- 
ferme your life of bu good 
pleaſure , for the yood of 
many, that praiſing God for 
you, may by their prayers 
forther your grace heere 
with the exerciſe of it : the 
Loyd bee with you, your Ho- 
nonrable ſiſter with hers, all 
that 
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that belong to you, and guide 
Jour hearts imo the loue of 
God, and to looke for hu 
Sonne, the bleſſed bope from 
heauen, 


Your Honors in all durie, 


and humble obſeruance. 


lohs Wilſon. 


r 
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EREN 
SOME HELPS 
TO FAITH, 


Shewing the neceſſitic , 
grounds, kinds, degfees , 
ſignes of it; clearing diucrſc 
doubts ; anſwering obictt- 
ons, made by the (oule in 


ten Ptarion. 


Luke 1. 20. 
Becauſe, then beleeueſt no; 
my words, (5. 


Fo — nobarma 
B his 
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his humanitic) puts firſt a 
narration of his torerun- 
ner, how he did riſc (as he 
that would ſpcake of the 
day light beginnes ar the 
day ſtarre) wherein hee 
* mentioncth the promile of 
his miraculous conception, 
and the ioy of his father 
and other tricnds : 2. the 
doubting of the promiſe 
by Zacharie, with the rea- 
ſon of it, age making it 
impoſſible by couric of na- 
ture. Which is aggrauared 
by the miniſter , Gabriel, 
and by the matrer promi- 
ſed, glad ridings : 2. threa- 
tened with puniſhment of 
dumbneſle as a penall ſigne 
ſet out by the time, till che 

ful. 
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fulfilling of the promiſe, 
& the cauſe, not bclceuing 
the words of ſuch a me: 
ſenger as he knew was ſent 
of God. For Zacharies 
doubt appcarcs not to be 
about the qualitie ofgthe 
Angel, whether he were 
truc or falſe. It he had one- 
ly doybtcd whence the re- 
uclartion came,it would not 
hauec beene fo blamed , for 
Gidten did (o,and dcefired a 
ſionc w hereby he might 
know it was an Anz Ky ot 
God that fpeake to hin; 
Inde. 6.17.21. But looking 
ro the order of nature,ſo as 
he copſidered not the 
power of God,as Abraham 
did ina like caſe, hee gaue 
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nor {uch oiory ro ( CCA 
to reſt on his word and 
power. 


Ob/erudtion.!, 


rom his puniſhmcn! 
for this cauſc that hce 
bel@ucd not the word ot 
God . ſent by his metien- 
ger, we may guther, how 
prouoking a fhnne ith not 
to belecue God promi- 
ing. His fault was but rin 
one part of God 5 word,ad- 
miting ſome d oubt about 
thee fulfilling ot the pro- 
miſe : 1. It was a particular 
act of vnbclecte, no habite: 
2. not tull.burt of infirmitic 
among many faithfull ſer 
vices, yer bccauſc heſtag- 
g cred 


Some Helps to Faith. 
knowing that God had 
ſpoken, he ſhall ſpeake no 
words of his owne, till 
God haue fulhlled his. S278 
oucrcame her doubt, Heb, 
It. 11, by faith ſhe rccei- 
ued power to cogcuue feed, 
and was deliuercd ota 
child when ſhce was paſt 
age; becauſe ſhee wwdged 
him, faithful who had pro- 
miſed, yer laughed at the 
meſlage of the Angcl and 
15 reproued for it , Gen.18. 
12. Our Sautour doth rec. 
proach the rwo Diſciples, 
honeſtly reſtifiing of him, 
for follic and flowneſle of 
hcart to belceue all that the 
Prophets haue ſpoken, Lak. 

; " 
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24+ 25+ he vpdraides the c- 
leuen with their vnbeliete, 
becauſe they belccued not 
them which had ſecne him 
after his reſurrection, Mar. 
Numb, zo, 16+ 14: Meſes and Aarons 
21.24, (faithfull ſcruants of God) 
were tudged to death tem» 
porall, for not ſanRifyi ing 
the Lord by belecuing 
his promiſe of bringing 
water out of the rocke,and 
toloſe the honour of brin- 
ging Gods pcople into the 
and of promilce. Whena 
doubt creeps into a mans 
minde,whetherthat which 
God hath ſpoken fhall 
come lo to palle, itis in- 
wurious, and greiuous to 
him ; much more when 
with 
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with full vnbeliefe his pro- 
mile is rexcRed. P/al. 106. 
24+ 2F« 26, 2+» KINg., 7+ 2+ 


Reaſons. 


0 Ins are more greiuous 
as they haue God for 
their obie&t more unme- 
diately, hating of God, 
delpaire,vnbeliefe, the mo- 
ther finne, it diſhonours 
God abouc many finnes of 
morality : 1. In queſtion- 
ing his truth : 2. In limi- 
ting his power: s, Indil- 
gracing his promiſe, and 
meſſengers : E/a, 9.13. 1s 
it a ſmall thing for you to 
grieve men, that you will 
grieue my God, alſo, 
Secondly, it is of prauity 
B 4 of 


Some Heips to Fanh. 


of nature, mans faithleilc 
diſpoſition, whercunto be- 
ing indulgent, hc beares 
with himſelfc in it to0 
much, where God offers 
to fence him not onely 
with promiſc , bur ſome- 
times with (tence. God faith 
of his fonnes and daugh- 
ters, that they are children 
in whom is no faith, Dear. 
32.20. Chriſt co his feare- 
full Diſciples, how w it 
that yee bane ne faith, Mar. 
4. 40. 


Pe: rt. We onght there- 
fore to feare with hatred 
all vnbelcete, all kinds and 
degrees of it, and toſway 
our heart 5 againſt their na 

rur: 11 
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tural diſpoſition: we ought 
to belccue God ſpeaking 
to vs, Whatloeuer , how 
often {ocuer, in what man- 
ner (ocucr hedoſpeake to 
Vs ; and be violent againſt 
the hinderit ng dil poſition, 
lo breaking into hcauen. 
The dcuil flics not from vs 
by dallying , bt by reſilt- 
ing him, am. 4, 7. Faith 
makes ſupernaturall things 
poſſible, Math, 17. 20. It 
obtaines wonderfullthings 
Hes. 11; it. $3. $4. It 
ſanctificth God in a mans 
heart, Eſa. 8. * and gives 
him glory before men, 
Rom,4.20.Out- looking 1 im- 
probabilities, impoſh biliries 
in nature, reſting on his 
B 5 truth 
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P 
truth and power. 


When God hath ſpoken; 
ler vs rcioyce in his word, 
Pal.e6 16, ſaying, I haue the word of 
, whereof I glory; the 
word of God,l ſay,where-. 
of I will glory. Daurd al- 
ſures himſelfe, ro the oner- 
comming of ſorrowes and 
quickening him with ſpirt» 
tuall joy, that it ſhall be as 
God hath ſaid, Fſal. 60.6. 
God hath ſpoken in his 
holineſſe, I will rcioyce, I 
ſhall divide Shechem, and 
meaſure the vallcy of Ssc- 
choth. Gilead is mine, &c, 
when the Lord hath faid,1 
willnot Icauc thee nor for- 
ſake thee, we may boldly 
Gay the Lord is my helper, 
I 
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I will not feare, Heb.13.5. © 
6.God will doe that which 
he hath ſpoken to me of, 
Gemeſ. 28. 15. Thus Pax 
did giuce hope to them in 
the Ship wita him in great 
extremity , Bee of good cou- 
rage, for I belcene God, that AR47-15, 
it ſhall bee even ſo 8 hehath = 
ſpoken to me: and they were 
all of good cheere, Ar 
length wee ſhall ſay (to 
Gods praiſe) As wee hawe 
heard, ſo haue wee ſeene in 
the Crize of our God Plal 48. 
8, Lervs lay vpthe promi- 
ſes in our hearts, ſct them 
{till before vs, digeſt them 
ina holy hope, and feedec 
our {clues with them, bee 
they gencrall or particular, 
ro 
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tro this or that ſtate and 
condition,ablolutc or with 
exception of the croſle ; 
wee ſhall belecuing, per- 
cciue in ſenſible effect that 
oe Godhath nor {aid in vaine, 
Seeke yee mee. None ſhall 
El. 49+ 33+ bee aſhamcd that waitc for 
him : cither wee ſhall have 
the very thing which wee 
doc Jefire , Or the good of 
the want of it. 

Fe. 2. Sceing one act 
of diſtruſt in a particular 
promiſe is {o offenſive ro 
God, how oricuous is it to 
forſake the gcnerall pro- 
mile of mercy in Chriſt 
Tefus, made ro cuery one 
that b-1--ucs on him? Heb, 
40. Letvs tearc, it is full 

of 
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of linne and danger. 
Firſt, It is a manifeſt dif. 2.Thell. 1, 

obedience, Rom, 10, 16, 
21. againſt the firſt and 
reat commaundement of 
che Law : which though it 
doc not direftly command 
taith in Chriſt, nor revcale 
the rightcouſnefle where- 
by wee are ſaved, Rom, 3. 
21. yct bindes vs to hear- 
kento God, in all that hee 
commands vs ; to whom- 
ſocucr Chriſt is preached, 
the commandement to be- 
leeue in him 15 giuen, Mar, 
t. 15. 106, 6.29, They that loby 23, 
reuolt after profeſſion of 
faith, arc ſaide roturne a- 
way trom the holy com- 
mandement giuento them, 
2. Pth.2.21, Sen 
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Seconuly, Vnbclicte 1s 

a kinde of blaſphemy ; it 
makes God 2 lyar, which 
agrecs not with his narure, 
itts impoſſible to him. Heb, 
6.18, T#t.1.2, His witnclle 
is greater then the witneſle 
of man. Hee that honours 
a man with cap and knee, 
yer counts him a vaine ly- 
ing fellow, doth more dil- 
honour him thereby, then 
with all the outward ſ1gncs 
he honours him : ſo hee 
that belecucs not God te- 
ſifying of his Sonne, that 
whoſocuer recciuecs him 
hath life, what rcſpc& foe. 
uer hee giue him in other 
things, diſhonours more 
then hec honours hun, ma- 
king 


— 
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king the credite of his tc ti- 
monics ſuſpected ; as hce 
that belecueth hath ſcaled 
that God is truce. 

Thirdly, Vabeitcte hath 
nit an odious vnt _ 
ncs in refuſing Chriſt w: 
his grace ſo free! ely _— 
to Cucry creature, Afarc, 
16.15. Chriſt lovingly cals 
cucry onc that is athirſt ro 
come to him, with graci- 
ous promilc that : they ſhall 
not come in vaiae, 1h, 7, 2- Cor, s, 
37.38, beleeching men by AP: 
his ſcruants in his ſtead, to ; 
be reconciled to God, and 
not to recciue the grace of 
God in vaine, Hee waits 
that hee may hauc place 
mn mens hearts, promiſing 

(wecte 


loh.3. 33, 
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{wecte and refreſhing fa- 
miliarity to any that heares 
his voyce and opens vnto 
him, Rewel. 3. 20, He purs 
none away that come to 
him, J-hn 6. 37. God cx- 
poſtulates with men, why 
they will dic, ſccing life 1s 
ſo freely offered them, Ezte, 
18.31. lamenting heir fol. 
ly and lofle in refuſing him. 
Therctore whether it bee 
of ſottiſh negligence, or of 
obſtinatercbell:on, it is in- 
exculable vnthankfulneſſe 
to re1ect him. 

Fourthly . Vnbclicfe 
holds a man in the power 
of finne, in an vniuerſall 
pollution of nature : the 
ſeate of it is an cuill heart, 

Heb. 
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Heb.,z. 12. a heart full of c- 
uill affections ; fo it robbes 
God of that inward wor- 
ſhip,which faith purifying 
the heart ſcrs vp and main- 
raines , it 1s ioyned with 
loue, a purc hcart and a 
g00d conltcicnce, 1.7 im, 
l. 5+ | | 

No rtrue inward worthip 
can be pertormed without 
faith, as may appcare by 


conſidering all the parts of 


I. Confidence in God 
(whereby wee rowle our 
ſelues vpon him for all 
needtull good, and to bee 
* helpr and defended againſt 
ail hurrtull euill, fo as not 
ro bee afraide at any cuill 

tydings, 
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 rydings, ro laugh at deſtru- 
 Ction when it comes, to 
challenge the aducrſaries 
of our happineſle with a 
holy inſultation, cither as 
i were at the barre, tor ac- 
cuſation 01 condemn ation; 
- inthe field, for force 20 
arate vs from the loue 
- 1 in Chriſt Icſus, 
Rom. 8.33, 34, 5) cannot 
be without faith in Chriſt, 
We haue by him entrance 
vnro God, with boldneſle 
and confidence through 
faith in his name, Epheſ.z, 
I2. Him God raiſed from 
the dead, ad gane him olo- 
ry, that Our fatth and hope 
might bee 1 God, 1, Pct. ts 


21. 
That 
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That a man may tay v3 vp- 
on God, hee mult know 
that hee is his God, com- 
mirting the care of his ſafe- 
tie, and the charge of his 
happines to belong to him, 
being both able and w il- 
ling to helpe him ; which 
neceſſarily requires ; faith in 
Chriſt, that hee may hauc 
right ro that coucnant, 7 
will bee thy God, So knows 
ing whom hee hath belce- 
ued,he with quietneſle and 
confidence commits him- 
ſelte to him, as Paul, 2. 
Tim, 1.12. 

Diftidence, and thereby 
feare are found in godly 
mc n, and that in goud cau- 
ſes by defect of fath:much 

more 
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more in them that haue no 
faich, whoſe hearts by the 
{ound of fearc are mooued 
as the trees of rhe torreſt 
by the winde, E/ay 7. 2. ot 
are hardned againſt threat- 
nings, by Aartcric, truſt 1 n 
lying words, making tal 
hood their refuge. 
Secondly , Louc of God 
(whereby we are mooucd 
towards him, and cleaue to 
him, as ſoucra; enely good 
in himſelfe, 2. the au \thour 
and maintainer of all our 
good had or hoped for 
3. and for him doc loue 
ſuch perſons and things as 
hee hath commended to 
our loue ; 4. giuc our {clues 
to him to bce at his will, 
ſecking 
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ſecking his glory, and ha- 
ting our (clues, as Wee arc 
againſt him ; 5. cannot be 
ſatisfied, bur in fruition of 
him, and therein reſt with 
delighttull contentment ; ) 
cannot bee in an vnbclee- 
ucr. 1. In ſuch the loue of 
God 1s5not. 2, Gods lone 
preuents VS, and mooues 
ours. 1. 10pm 4.19. 3. Hee 
circumcileth our hearts to q,,... 5 
louc him, his ſpirit 15 called 

the ſpirit ot louc, becauſe 

It works It 1n vs, and guidcs 2. Thell.z, 
our hearts 1ntO it. 2.T im. 1, 51 

7. 4. It15 one ſpeciallnote 

by which the heires of the 

orace of lite are deſcribed, 

1. Cor, 2.9. & 8.3. Eph. 

24. KO, $28. 14m, 1 12. 


The 
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(a voluntary ſubicRtion of 
minde and heart to God, 
ro hearken to, and todoe 
his will, aftcr that manner, 
and to that cnd which hee 
appoints) is not in an vnbe- 
lecucr ; whoſc wiſcdome 
is enmitic againſt God, 
Roms. 8. 7. He is a {cruant 
of finne. addicted to the 
wilsof the Acth and minde, 
ro fulfill them, nor ſubic 
to God nor can bc. 

Faith 1s the Mother of 
obedience, by it wee re 
cciue the ſpirit, renewing 
Our pre vnto delighr- 
ſome agreement with 
Gods x lob. F+?.4, MO- 
ving vs by Gods mercies, 


impelling Vs by the louc of 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, to die to our {elues 
to live ro him. 

Fiftly, Patience(where- 
by vnder euills, wee adide 
in Gods waies; poſleſſe 
our ſoules , waite for God, 
and giue him glory, ac- 
knowledging hishand, au: 
thoritie oucr vs and ours, 
his wiſledome, righteoul- 
nes and goodnes) 15 not in 
an vnbelecuer , forir is the 
daughter of taith and hope, 
1. Theſ. 1.3. 2 fruit of the 
{pirit, Gal. 5. 22, and is 
wrought in meditation 
and application of Gods 
promiſes, of the gift of his 
ſonne the pledge of all pro- 
miles, Rom. 8. 31.32. and 
his preſence with vs im 


trou- 
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The ynbelecuer i 'S an cnc- 
my to God. Coloſ/.r.21. 
Thirdly, Feare of God 
(whereby we ſanctific him 
in our hearts; ſtand in awe 
of him & his word; hate ro 
| finagainſt him, euen where 
no eye bur his can takeno- 
| tice of vs; give our ſclucs to 


doe them, fo as pleaſeth 
him aſpire to full ſanRi- 


2-Chr W's good diics with ſtrife to 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


fication, 2. Cor. 7. 1.) can- 
not be in an vnbclicuer. For 
it is wrought in regeneratt- 
On , by vertuc OI f Gods C (C0. 
nvenant with ſuch as have 


their finnes forgiuen, Jey, 
32. 40. by the ſpirit of 


God that reſts y pon Chriſt 


| forhis members, £/a,11.2, 


1s 


— KK + " "_ 


mt 
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is prouoked by Gods mer- 
cy, Pſal. 130. verl. 4. and 
holds a man with a perpe- 
tuall will ro God, 

The vnbelceyer tither 
contemnes God, and dc- 
clares it by Iewdacfle in kis 


waics, Prow. 14. 2. Orit 


he fcarc, it iscither penall 
Eſa. 33. 14. likethe dinells 
trembling,ormeere {eruile, 
to be a bridle,to work ſome 
ciuility , the chicfe obicRt 
of it is cuill of puniſhmenr. 
The feare of the bclicuer, is 
ingenuous , voluntary, with 
confidence, and 1oy , the 
chicfe obic of it is evill 
of ſinne , not his own. dil- 
treſſe but Gods offence. 
Fourthly, Obedicnce 
(a volun- 


23 
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(a voluntary ſubicion of 

minde and heart to God, 
ro hearken to, and todoe 
his will, aftcr that manner, 
and to that end which hee 
appoints) 15 not in an vnbe- 
lecucr : whoſc wiſcdome 
is enmitie againſt God, 
Roms. 8. 7. Hc 1s a {cruant 
of {linne, addicted to the 
wilsof the Acth and minde, 
ro tfulfll them, not {ubica 
to God nor can be 

Faith is the Mother of 
obedience, by it wee rc 
cciue the ſpirit, renewing 
our nature vnto deligh a 
ſome agreement with 
Gods Law. lob. F +? .4, MO- 
ving vs by Gods mercies, 


impelling VS by the lone of 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, ro die to our ſelues 
to live ro him. 

Fiftly, Patience(where- 
by vnder euills, wee adide 
in Gods waies; poſleſle 
our ſoules , waite for God, 
and giue him glory, ac- 
knowledging his hand, au 
thoritie ouer vs and ours, 
his wiledome, righteoul- 
nes and goodnes) 15 not iN 
an mnbelccuer , forir is the 
daughter of faith and hope, 
1. Theſ. 1.3. 2 fruit of the 
{pirit, Gal. 5. 22. and is 
wrought in meditation 
and application of Gods 
promiſes, of the gift of his 
{onne the pledge of all pro- 
miles, Rom, 8. 31432. and 
his preſence with vs im 

C trou- 


Bonne ak to Faith, 
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crouble, Pſal. 91. 15. mo- 
derating the ecmprarionto 
the ſtrength he giues, that 
we may bc able to beare it, 
working our preſent good 
and promoting our fururc 
glory, 2 Cor. 4. Vabelcetc 
th cither, (cn(clefle ſtupi- 
dine, der. 5. 3. orharde- 
ning and making the cour- 
age ſtour to indurethe vr- 
eermoſt, or a counterfeir 
humiliation, whereby men 


flatter God to get out of 


his hands, which ifir ſuc- 
ceed nor, their pride opens 
their mouth againſt God 
vnto ſtout words, and 
their heart frers againſt the 
Lord. Eſa. 58. 3. Mdl.\3. 
13. 14: 


Six\\ 


F 


» 


— —— 
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Sixtly, Prayer (an aQti- 
on of the heart wherein, 
acknowledging the author 
of all goodneſle,we inforce 
the powers of our ſoules to 
doe an immediate ſeruice 
to him, tobring forward 
his decrees into Cxecu- 
tion) no vnbelecuer can 
rightly performe: for it re- 
quires faith not onely of 
Gods cflence and power, 
but of his loue and good 
will tovs, accepting out 
perſon , and recciuing our 
prayer. Mar. 11.24. Rom, 
10. 14. Heb. 11. 6. 14.1. 
6. and it muſt be by the 
holy Ghoſt. ed. 2. 20. Ir 
requires an vpright perſon, 
Pew. IS. Wy —_ 

C2 Chriſts 


28 


Pal, 144- 
Is. 
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 Chriſts ſacrifice. Rewe, 8. 4. 


And fo is a norte of {aluari- 
tion. Joel. 2. 38. Which 
is farrc from an vnbclec- 
UCT. 

Seuenthly, thankſgiuing or 
ſacrificing praiſe ro God, 
cannot bc rightly perfor. 
med withour faith, for ir 
requires a heart tec 'd 
with this abouc all bene- 
firs, that the Lord is our 
God, which was declared 
by giving thanks before 
the Ark, the teſtimonie of 
Gods preſence with his 
people; it gocth thus,thau 
artmy God and I will 
thanke thee. P/al. 1s. 28. 
With tait of his louc inthe 


benctits , as pledges of 


morc 


- 
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more to come,as the valley 
of Achor for a dore of 
bope with pleaſure in the eu 
commandement, conlecra- 
tion of our ſclues and that 
we haue ro God , offercd 
inthe mediation of Chriſt 
tor acception. 

Vnbelecuers , though 
formally. they -may gue 
thanks, conuinced that all 
good is from God, carried 
by pride in preferment of 
their gifts before other 
men, as the Phariſee, Zak. 
18, 11, yctthey bee more 
in prayers then in praiſes, Luk. 17. 
As they cannot giue thanks **"7+ 
for ſpiritual benches which 
are giuen onely in Chriſt, 
to ſuch as beleeue on him: 

C3 {0 


1-Pet, n, 5. 


Y— CCS 
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ſo neither for temporall 
freely, feclingly, with lone 
of the duty, with traſt of 
Gods louc and dclight in 
him. As a iudge that tcaſts 
a maletator by the way, 
who feares his hanging at 
a place appointed, gets but 
heartlefſe thanks of him- fo 
God for his bounty to an 
vnbeleeuer, who ſtill feares 
that he will deſtroy him 
after he hath done him 
Y00d, 

Vnbeicefe diſables a 
man to cuery 200d worke, 
the branch brinzs nor forth 
bur in the vine withovr 
Chriſt, ornot bcing in kim 
we can doe nothing, oh, 
IS. 4+ «. Thc workc can- 

NOt 


> 
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not be berter then the na- 
rurc whence it proceeds,2n 
evill tree cannot bring Math.z.18. 
forth cood fruit. The work 
may be materially good , 
bur euill by abuſe : pros 
ductions of the ficſh by 
ſome peruerſe affection, 
vnto ends nor right inthe 
ſight of God, they be dead 
workes , not onely as they 
proceed from a perſon ſp1- 
ritually dead, a ſtranget 
from the lite of God, but 
as they tend to the con- 
demnation of the worker, 
though farre more tolc- 
rable then thoſe ſinnes that 
are ſuch for their matter 
and kinde. 
Sixtly, Vnbclecefe holds 
ry a4 TRL 


_n_—_— 


J2 


ne 
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a man vnder orear miſery, 
Firſt, Vnder the rigor 
of the law, without mer- 
cie to the pardon of the 

leaſt omiſhon or defe&. 
Secondly, Vnder irrita- 
tion of the law , the more 
it reveales {inne, the more 
corrupt nature luſts and 
ſtriues to doc it. Rem. 7.5.8. 
Thirdly, vnder the co- 
action of the law : he isin 
bondage vnto feare of the 
threatnings of it, and 
withheld from the cui!l 
which he loucth, as a 
doggeryed vp from biting 
or a foxe chained vp from 
av h yet retaine their dil- 

ItioN, 

archly , Vnder the 
maledi&tion 


| 
| 
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malediction of the law, 
there 1s no curſe but hce 
may feare it in his bleſſings, 
in his croſles, he hath euill 
of good , and cuill of euill, 
all turnes to his hurt. Ir 
ſhutts our thee good of 
moſt excellent meanes, 
Heb. 4 2. makes Chriſt 
with all his vertue vnpro- 
firable ro him, who by his 
abſolute power , can doe 
whatſocuer hee will, yer 
concerning his ordinate 
power is made impotent 
(in afort) ro great works 
by the vnbclecte of men. 
Mar. 6. 5. 

Seuenthly, Vnbeleefe 
increaleth a mans miſery 
ling vader the Gol: 

C 9 pell, 
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pell, ir ſhall be required of | 
him according to that - 
which is comicted to him ; 
_ is to the Iew 

firſt, for abuſing his pre- 
_ ferment in the offer of fl. 
uation by Chriſt, This is 
condemnation that light is 

come into the world and 

men loued darkneſle rather 

then light. Joh. 3. 19. 

Chriſt is to the ruine of 

many in Ifracl. Zuk, 2, 34. 

They haue a double dam- 

nation, one from the law 
wherein Chriſt found 

them, another from the 
Goſpell in which deliue- 

rance was offcred,and they 

Math.21, Tefuſed it, they that ſtum- 
#4 ble at this ſtone, are bro- 
. ken, 
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ken, and they vpon whom 
it falls are all ground to 
powder. AmalefaQtor dieth 
1uſtly by the law, but if he 
haue offcr of the kings par- 
don and refuſe it, he 1s 
twile guilty of his ownc 
death : the iudgement be- 
ginnes here in ſpirituall ' 
plagucs, Rem, 11. 8. 9. (06; 
I2. 39. and is fulfilled in 
hell, in a more greiuous 
damnation then that of Sg. Math-to- 
dome and Gemorrha. on 

Reſolue rheretore ſpce- 
dily to obcy the Goſpel, 
conſent to God command- 
ing you to receiue his 
ſonne, promiſing mercy in 
him to cuery one that be. 
leeues on him , diſpute 

nor 


oO 
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not againſt his faichfull and 
true ſayings, liſten not ro 
the deuill and your carnall 
wiſedome mutrtering and 
obiechng thus. 

Obiettion, I. 

Who amT ? whats my 
worthineſſe that I ſhould 
concciue of God that he ſo 
reſpeted me as to giue his 
ſonne, and with him ſo 

eat happineſic for me 7 I 

e not belecuec it, 
CAnſwere. 

Firſt, The opening of 

the ſcaled Booke (the barc 

2 fore-knowledge of things 
to: come) found no man 
liuing or dead worthy of it, 

bur onely Chriſt, whom 
then ſhall ſo great loue find 
worthy 


— 


COS, — — __ 
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worthy of it in himſelfc? 
2+ It commends the free 
grace of God, that he was 
ſo farre from making the 
reſpec of our worthineſle, 
to turne his minde toward 
vs, that when we were of 
no ſtrength , mecre enc- ggy,5.6, 
mics, ſinners and vngodly, 
he prouided the merit of 
his ſonne for vs : his loue is 
ſer before the gitt of his 
ſonne. leh. 3. 16. To de- 
clare the treeneſle of the 
bencfr, we bring nothing, 
bring nothing bur our nec- 
dinefle : emptineſſe, no- 
thingnefle are onely rc- 
cctuers of Chriſt with his 
wlefling, and of faith alſo 
whereby to recciue him. 


To 
& » 


3$ 


Aecu, 244+ 
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It is of faith that it might 
be of grace, Rom, 4. 16. 
Herein hath God manifeſt- 
ed, and made certaine his 
louc. 1 ob. 4.9. 

That I may be ſ(ctled in 
conicience that being in 
my ſclfe vnworthy , \ on 
counted worthy, I muſt 
turneaway mine eyes from 
my ſelte, and behold 
Chriſt Iclus alone, on 
_ | —p—_ the ful. 

lling of the promiſes de- 
wa he that imbraceth 
him and the promiſe of 
mercy 1n him, 1s ſaid to be 
worthy, as he that reieds 
the offer of God fo graci- 
ous is ſaid ro be ynworthy 

Math, 22. 8. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, The holy ſeruants 
of God confeiſing their 
owne vnworthinefle, haue 
y et belceued, and humbly 
clatmedGods promiſe, with 
this reaſon : thou haſtrold 
this goodneſle to thy (cr- 
vant, thou art God and thy 
words be true, Gen. 32. 9, 
10,11. 2 54m. 7.18.28.pray- 
ing him to performe it for 
his owne fake ; Dan.g. i 9» 
who for his owne fake 
puts away our inquiries , 
Eſa, 43+ 25» 
ObrecFion. II, 

The preſumption of a 
bidden gueſt, fitting downe 
at the wedding feaſt with- 
out a wedding garment, 
was found and fearefully 

puſhed, 


—_—  — 
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puniſhed. Conſidering my 
nothingneſſe, and withall 
my great ſinfulncile,l teare 
to meddle, humility ſcemes 
to with. hold me. 
Anſwere. 
It is not preſumption 
bur humilitic to yeeld to 
Gods will, and a meet 
thing to accept the graci- 
ous offcr of his ſonne vnto 
life, approuc and yecld to 
what God pronounceth to 
— him, giue your (clfe 
tberty to 1udge in his 
worke what is meet, con- 
ſider the correction of 
Petey refuſing in modeſtic 
his Lords offer to waſh 
his feer. 7oh. 13. 6. 8. 9. 
There 1s a carnall humilitic 
that 
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that may ſpoile a man of 
his ſoulc. Col. 2. 13. 23» 
We be ficreſt for Gods 
mercy , when lothing our Erech. 36, 
{clues in our fowlencſle we 3: 
aſpire vnto his grace, 
which hee giues to the 
humble. r. Peg. 5. 5.6+ 
Secondly , Great things 
beſceme a great God , we 
are to conſider not what 
we are In our (clues meet 
ro receiue , bur what is 
meer for him to give, 
whole counſell determines 
tothisand that man, as his 
pleaſure is, who works 
herein tor the praiſe of his 
g!'0ri0us grace, that makes 
all for himſclfe, Lord of all, 
free to place his grace } 
where 
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where he will, none giues 

him firſt. Xow. 11. 35. 
Thirdly , He ſuffers his 
eleR, to fall into great fins, 
which he orders to his and 
their glory : 1, In giving 
them notice of chem, with 
feeling, wherher ſtrange 
terror & conſternation ac- 
companie it, orthey palſle 
inthe birth more caſly, yer 
they goc before many ci- 
vill men into the kingdome 
of hcauen. Math. 21. 31. 
diſpoſing them therby vn- 
to. his calling vnto fellow. 
ſhip with Chriſt : 2, and 
makes them called, to doe 
more with impulſton of 
loue for much forgiuen, 
Lunt. 7. 47. 3. To ſtand 
as, 
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as parterncs of Gods a- 
bounding grace , to pre- 
uent their diffidence, who 
defire Gods mercy and , 7;,.. 
grace, yet diſtruſt by the 16, 
nmber and grcatnelſe of 
cheir linnes. 

Forthly, Number or 
ercarneſle of ſinnes,are not 
barres in all to ſhut our 
Gods mercics in Chriſt, 
either for forgiuencſle, or 
healing of nature : they 
may be reſembled by the 
Sea, in which Gods great 
workes are ſcene, which 
flowes to the couering not 
onely of ſands, but rocks; 
becauſe God hath giuen 
his ſonne, to take with the 
nature of the cle, their 

death 


— 
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death. Heb, 2, 9. 14. and 
thereunto their ſinnes. He 
made him to be (inne for 
vs, that knew no (inne,that 
wee might be made the 
righteoutneſle of God in 
him» 2. Cor, 5, 21. God 
laid vpon him all the finnes 
of the Ele, fagured inthe 
goat that eſcaped, by lor 
Zenit, 16. 21. 22. Ouecr 
which Aares confeſled all 
the iniquitics of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and all their 
treſpaſſes in all their finnes, 
putting them vpon the 
head of the goar , ſending 
him by appointment, into 
a land not inhabited, that 
the finnes and curſe might 
not relide among Gods 


people, 
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people, prophecied in 
Eſa. 53. 6. Notonely the 
puniſhment of our finncs, 
but our ſins were made to 
meete ypon him, whether 
paſt, preſent, or to come: 
and the cquall valew to all 
the wrath that they cid de- 
lerue, he indured, 1. Tam. 
2. 6, He his owne ſclte 
bare our finnes in his body 
to, or onthe tree? I. Petr. 
2. 24. By his ſtripes or 
wailes we arc healcd, all 
baue ſinned and are depri- 
ved of the glory of God, 
he that is Lord over all :s 
r1ch vnto all that call vpon 
him. Be it ten thouland ta- 
lents, fiuc hundred or fiftic 
pence, he tor Chriſt that 

hath 
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3?, & 10, 
Iz, 
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hath (as the ſuretich made of 
fatisfation to the full , for gre 

the whole dcbr , counts e 

it as if he had no wrong by the 

vs, but that we are uwſt, ret 

cleare, not guilty, puts a- cat 

way his anger, loues vs ror 
Hol14.15- freely: we neede not for 
feare, (belceuing in Chriſt) tca 

paine and torment 'our luc 

. foules in reſpeR of puniſh- {ot 

Mack, 3.28, Ment tocome, for any fin th 
or blaſphemic commirred, | hc 

Verily I fay vnto you all o 

finnes ſhall be forgiuen vn= | th 

tothe children of men, and | ®f 
blaſphemics, wherewith | © 


they blaſpheme. Chriſt Wo 
appointed forgiueneſſe of » 
ſinnes ro be preached in his 

name without diſtintion an 


 ——— 
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of many or tew , {mall or 
great, Thus Gods people 
are incouraged to follow 
the Lord, and roferr vpon 
reformation of ſinners be- 
cauſe there is hope in Iſracl 
for this. 1. Sam. 12.20. 

3, God inuites ro his 
feaſt, ſinners, of vileſt ſort, Math. 22. 
ſuch as are as miſerable in P*1*: 

: 14-23, 
ſoule, as they be in body; 
that by high wates and 
hedges, Church porches 
or any meetings to make 
their aduantage, ſhew and 
offer to pitic, faces gnawen, 
eyes, noſes, and members 
caten with rottenneſlc, 

Wholocuer accepterh 
truely his inuitation, comes 
and cats of his prouiſton, is 
allow- 


Eſra.10.2, 
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allowed, clcanſcd from all 
his ſinne, cloathed with 
rightcouſneſſe as a robe, 
and adorned with graces 
as with Icwels, Eſay 61.10. 
Luk. 15. 21. Rewel . 19, 7. 
Come reccive Chriſt, he 
ſhall cloath you and decke 
you vnto admiration. #hs 
# ſhee, Cant.6.9. that comes 
owt of the wilderneſſe toioyne 
her ſelfe to her welbeloned? 

Cant.s.s. 

Obtedtion III, 

Redemption is not vni- 
uerſall, in Gods purpole 
mercy 1s limited, Kom.g.11, 
14. according to his will is 
all the difference betweene 
them that are ſaued and 
them that periſh, Math.1r. 
25, 20, 
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25-26, Cln;tcamerodoc 
ving cternall life to them 
that were giuen hims /obs 
6. 37- Hee gaue his life for 
his ſheepe,Jobn 10.15, dy- 
ed for the childien of: God 
(cartered in all the. world, 
lohn 11, 52. Buthee er Re 
not pray nor ſpeake a good 
w_ the world to bus 
father; his ſacrifice wasghe 
foundation of his intercelſ- 
{10n:they muſt needes ther- 
fore bee of one, exrent. 
How ſhal I know that Teſus 
Chriſt by the will of God 
gaue yy vacs bogs mce, that 
a uns% 
mig a. al, 
ict, Hee prayed for 
D and 
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and rherefore dyed for all 
tharbelecue in him.lo6. 17. 
26. None come to him but 
whom his farher drawes , 
he drawes none but whom 
hee had: before giuen to 
him./#bx 7.3 7.Faith is pe- 
culiarto the ele. lohn 19, 


. 26s Aﬀts 15. 48. Tit 1.1, 


Fhe-ele@tion obraines ir. 
Romanes 11.7. Beleeue,and 
yowhaue a cleare reſoluri- 
on, whereby you may lay, 
he loued me and gaue him- 

ſelfe for mee. 
Secondly, Soſpition ari- 
of 2 certaine preindice 
without ground, inclining 
a man ro the worſt part, if 
it bee but towardsa man,is 
fnne :' for charitie thinks 
| noc 


_ Some Helps 18 Faith. 


things. 1. Cor. 13. To 
have God in ſuſpicion, 
when he cals meto receiue 
his grace in Chriſt Teſus, is 
much more (infull , both 
for iniury to God, and 
hurt ro my ſelfe, God hath 
prouided againſt fuch put- 
ting of ſtumbling blocks to 
a mans ſcite. Eſa. 56. $+ 5. 
-, Wholocucr loues the 
name of God and to be his 
ſeruant 15 aſſured of accep- 
trance, and joyfull experts 
ence thereof for perſon 

and (cruice. | 
The ſpirir of God makes 
no perſwaſion to a man of 
his reprobarion, as he doth 
of his EleQtion. Neither 
D 2 can 


FTI 
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EG woe 7a; 


can it be gathered-trom 
finne of nature, or Action 
internall , or externall. 
Where Chriſt is eſteemed 
truely , the ſpirit of grace 
not diſpitcd , if an Angel 
ſhould pronounce your 
damnation, you ſhould ſuſ- 
pet him fora lying ſpirit, 
Or it you knew an Angel 
from hcauen to fay fo 
much, that you ſhall bee 
damned,you arc tobclecue 
him no further then vnder 
this condition, if you be- 
leeue not in Chriſt Teſus 
and repent rowards God; 
the wrieten word, in the 
true {enſc knowen, is to be 
reſted in aboue the teſti- 
morue of an Angel from 
heaucn 


+ > As. as i © _—_ 
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heaucn. Galath. 1.6, 
ducements to belceue, that 
thou ought not to negleR. 
_"Youare borne holy;1. Cor. 
14. 14+ brought forth ro 
God by the Church,Gods 
wife, Ezech. 16. 20. 21. 
You area child of the king- 
dome, Math. 8. 12. yours 
15 the adoption, Rom, 9g. 4. 
at leaſt externally, as be- 
longing to you, The couc- 
nant is propounded. Sacra- 
ments miniſtred, not onely 
as notes of profeſsion but 
as teſtimonies of Gods 
ood will in Chriſt, Men 
auing written their coue- 
nants, ſerrt their ſeales to 
them and delivered them, 


D 3 they 
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they that deale with them 
vie to reſt as ſecured, con- | 


ceiving they deale with 
wiſe. honeſt and able men. 
God hath written his couc- 


nant, fer his ſcale to it, and” 
by a miniſter authorized 
by him ſer you, as it were, 
in poſſeſſion. If you reieft | 
} not , not onely (pirituall 


IgE, bur rhe hut mon pom 
of them is repreſented in 


the Sacraments : you are 
ſprinkled with Sacramen- 
tall water, you haue giuen 
ro you and recciue Sacra- 
mentall bread and wine, 
which by Gods appomrt- 
ment have Sacramentall 
vnion with , and relation 
yntothe ſpiricuall thing re- 

preſented, 


! 
[ 
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reſented. Iris fuch mob” 
Laces ro faith , and con” 
ſecration of a mans felfe ro 


"God, that if a man excite 


not his faith and yeeld him- 
ſcife, he ſhall account ro 
God aboue others that ne- 
uer had theſe reſhimonies. 
Ezech, 20. 39, Iwill cauſe 
you to paſle ynder the rod, 
and- brmg you into the 


bond of rhe coucnanit, 


Obiettion, 1117. 

God will notclearethe 
ilty nor acquite the 
Hick :he ioynes periſhing 
vnto impenitency : how 
ſhall I belecue his promiſe 
of mercy to my pardon, 
that cannot cleare my con» 
verfion to my conſcience. 
DD 4 None 
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None can enter into the 
lodv3.5- kingdome of heaucit bue 
Rom$.13, borne of the ſpirit, | liuzn 

after the fleſh I ſhall die. 

am _—_—_—_ to letno 

pan decciue me with vaine 
Bplx$-59G. words to ſccure me from 

ſuch danger. 
Anſwere, 

Theſe two queſtionsare | 
diſtin& & muſt nor be con» 
founded, what tnanner of 
perſons they be that God 
admirrs into heauen £. And 
what manner of petſon 
may receive Chriſt, voto 
inſtification of life 7 
» Fheanſwere to the firſt 
noncinto. heauen but fuch 
as he hath made »meete 
| . thereunto 
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thereunto by iuſtification 
and ſantificarion in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Col. 1. 12. 2 T hef. x. 
11. The Apoſtle praies 
for the The//alonians, that 
God would make them 
meere for, or worthy of 
his calling of the : high 
things in heauen vnto 
which” hee called them by 
the Goſpell, not that there 
is inherent dignitic 10 
man, bur by impuration of 
the worthineſle of Chriſt, 
which is cuer accompanied 
with fandtification, or 
Godly nature... The inhevti- 
rance is vndcefiled. 8s. Petiy, 
4- no vnrighteous perſon, 
nothing thar. :is  vncleanc 
ſhall:cmcer nitoggs Bew.-21, 
& D s 27» 


- 
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27. Whoſocuer remaines in 
the full power of lin, wor- 
king iniquitic , though he 
blefſe himſelte in his hearr, 
transforme God in his 
thoughts, decciue himſclfe 
in his imagination: he ſhall 
finde that God will not be 


mercitull ro him. Des. 29. 


19. bur fer his finnes in or- 
der before him,P7ſal.z0.21, 
His religion is in vain, /aw, 
3. 26. Without holinefle 
no man ſhall ſce God. Heb. 

I2, I4+ 
+ The anſwere tothe latrer 
eſtion is ,»» whoſocuer 
his owne euiltinefſe 


 anddeath, euery burdened 


finner hearing Chriſt pro. 
ed 0 


_ 


" Fome ' Helps ts Faith. 


of grace in him,ma come 
recciue him with t ow 
mile of mercy , thoug 
when he hon the Gol- 
pell preached he be in a 
cleane contrary way” to 
righrcouſncile, Raw. 4. 
He that worketh wot, but A 
leeneth in hins that 1uſtifarb 
the omgodly, his faith 
{IE > ri fan 
Faith rollellerh the inner 
of Chriſt and his righte- 
oulncile, which God of 
his grace impures to him: 
whuch is then as truely his 
own, as if he had wrought 
it hamſcitc, and fo is nat 
prnney wh as fome 
bh emin _—_—_— 


ctly wſt, and 
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in that iuſtice worthy of 
heauen.C hriſts paſſions are 
his ations, Chriſts workes 
his merits by the vnion 
which byfaith he hathwirh 
Chriſt, God Cleares not the 


; op againſt order of iu- 


e his fin is tranſlated fr6 
him to Chriſt, in whom 
God finds him; and Chriſt 
righteouſnes to him: & re- 
ecu in Chriſt full faris- 

e holds htm no lon- 

uh guilrie, but is inftm the 

veneſle of fins,and the 

ace wo righteouſneſſe 

pronoun him, he 
xeceiuerh igheengh life, 

Chriſt and the covenant 
in him is offered toynre- 
generate men,who —_ 


' 
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by Gods ſpiritto performe 
the condirion of the couec- 
nant, which is tobelecuc 


in Chriſt, the promiſes * 


conteined in the couenant 
are ſurely his, as a true 
heire of them. Galath, 3. 
29. If yebe Chriſts, then 
Abrahams feed, and heires 
by promiſe. Regeneration 
is nor the condition of the 
couenant bur a' promiſe 
conteined m it, which is 
receiued by faith in Chriſt 
in whom the belceuer is a 
new creature, the work- 
manſhippe of God, created 
vnto good workes, A man 
muſt nor ſtay to belecue till 
he finde regeneration and 
repentance towards you 
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the worke of it : bur fult 
beleeue that he may re- 
cciue m Chriſt the promiſe 
of the ſpirit vnto his new 
creation, or conuerſion to 
God,which declares it ſelfe 
in outward workes. Chriſt 
is ſent tobleſſe men in tur- 
ning them from their ini- 
_—_ Ad. 3. 26. Him 

hath lifred vp with 
his right hand to bee a 
prince and Sauiour ro giue 
repentance to Ifrael. 4c. 
$31, We are nottolooke 
ficſt ro find repentance in 
our ſclues, then come 
to Chriſt to obtraine for- 
giucnefle,bur ſecke both in 
him. As the woman bel-e- 
ued firſt that ſhee ſhould 
be 


OY 
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be healed rouching the 
hemme ofChriſts garmenr, 
and vpon the touch felr 
in hcr ſclfe that ſhe was 
healed ; ſo we feelmg our 
loahſome diſcaſe of tine, 
arero beleeuethar we ſhall 
in Chriſt be healed com- 
ming to him , who healed 
all manner of diſeaſes in 
them that ſought to him, 
& after to ſeeke experience 
of his verrue in our ſoules. 
Childre ofthe promiſe arc 
fuch as are bome by faith 
of the promiſe, as 1ftac 
was , when Sara was vn- 
likely ro beare children as 
if thee had been dead. Heb. 
I. 11. 12. G&.4.28. Offer 
violence to your vabelcen- 


ng 
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ing nature , reſolue, and 
bind your ſoule by vow , 
promiſe ro God as Dauid 
doth to keepe his com- 
mandements: whereof this 
is not the leaſt to beleeue 
in the name of his Son, and 
lok.$.4% hold to your promiſe,think 
Job, 4.48. Of the rebuke, you will 
: not come to mee that you 

might have life ; vnleſſe 

you ſee fignes and won- 

_ you will not belecue, 

w it 15 that you haueno 

M4 ith. Thinke of the praiſe 
of faith in ſuch as without 

any pentrnceioph the 

caring of the Goſpel, 

— when before they -_ 
: pacrs, ſtaying mere» 

Jy-vaagy the- word of pro- 
Rl , miſe, 


Plal. 119. 
z06, 


: 


— 
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miſc, whth by faich was 
neere ynto them, cuen 1 
their heare and mourh- 
- uo much of the ſecond 
vic. 

'y Yſe.. Secing there is 
ſuch danger in not belce- 
ving, when God promi- 
ſerh, it requires our exami- 
nation wherher fince wee 
heaid the. Goſpell preas» 
ched to vs, wee haue truely 
belecucd . Zames and lohn 
diſprooue ſome in their 
protcihon of faich by the 
want of vertue with ir, to 
reſtific of ir, When men 
doe bclecue in Chriſt in- 
deede,he makes them free, 


6s 


loh 8.31, 
65, 
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mony in fat of his accep- 
ring for iuſt by their faith, 
addy. 3. in giuing them che Holy 
Ghoſt. The Apoſtle 24s! 
cals to examination of faith 
by experience of. Chriſt in 
VS. 2.C07.13.05. 
Obietion, 1. 

This ſeemes not to bee 
by ordinary way attained, 
infallible knowledge that I 
doe fincerely belceue in 
Chriſt, ſceing there is a 
kinde of faith which alters 
men (© as they eſcape the 
filthineſſe of the world, yer 
it ſaves them not . How 
may I know the right kind, 

Anſwer. 

Firſt, The cxhorration 
had beene vaine, if the 

whic 
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which belceue could come 
ro no certainery of faith in 
themſclues, 2. Their pro- 
feſſhon ouer-bold that from 
ſenſe profeſſed that they 
did belceue, and their com- 
fart to bee ſuſpeRted thar 
.rcioyced that they did be- 
lecue. 

Secondly, Ir 1s true, 
there bee diverſe kindes 
of faith , hiſtoricall, which 
hath ſome degrees ; (rem- 
porary faith may be coun 
red a higher degree of the 
hiſtoricall) and iuſtitying 
faith : they differ in ſub- 
rects, efhicacie, and parts of 
nature, 

The hiſtoricall and rem- 
poraric faith , may bee in 
repro- 
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reprobares, as it wasin [#- 
dav,and Alexander the cop- 
perſmith, and ſuch as ha- 
uing beene illuminated and 
taſted the word of God, 
fall rorally and for ever a- 
way . Iuſtifying, or fazth 
roperly fo called, is onely 
in the cle : the ſcate of 
that is onely the minde 
that aſſents to the truth and 
odnecs of the word. This 
15 in the heart, receiving 
Chriſt wich his bleſſing, 
ſtaying vpon him with aftt- 
ance of heart for our whole 
feliciric, 

Theremporarie faith re- 
ceiues neirher what ſhould 
bee recciued,, ror as it 
ſhould, nor is cffcuall in 
grumg 
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giuing out , as the ſauing 
doth , by diuine vyertuc, 
Faith which is onely hiſto- 
ricall, receiueth not Chriſt 
vnto vnion and communi- 
on : what it receiucth is 
neuer with an honeſt hearr, 
it purificth not the affe- 
ions. 

Faith properly fo called, 
recciueth Chriſt vnto vni- 
on with the belecuer. 1ohn 
6.56. 2. Cor.t3.5. Epheſ.s. 
30, it recciues in Chriſt the 
gift of rightcouſneſſe vnto 
uſtification of life, Rom. 5 . 
I- 17. reconciliation and 
ſafery from wrath for cuer,, 
Rom.5-9. adopnon, to bee 
children of 
heires with Qhriſt, Rom... 


4s I6, 
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and co. Tekr. 12, 


One re 


a 


16, 17. the holy Ghoſt,vn- 
2.Cor-$.17+ ro a new creation, vnto lea- 
ding by counſcll , motion, 
ſtreogth, warning, incou- 
ragement; luppreſing, cru- 
utying, cauling ro dye the 
corrupt nature, leſſening 
i the force and fruirs of it, 
©. Rem.6.3,6. Epheſ.t.13. Gal. 
$-24+ and vnto entrance to 
God in praycr : the Spr- 
rit makes requeit for the 
Sams accoriing 16 the wil 

" of God, Rom.8.27. 
Secondly, It workes 
towards God, according 
Romſ.l+ tothe ſtrength and mcaſure 
of it, a quiet ſtare of con- 
Rom.7-2F+ ſcience, agreement of rhe 
new nature with Gods law 
ynto delight in ir,conſecra- 
tion 
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tion of our ſclues ro God 
with loue ro bee his fer- 
uants, confeſſion of truth 


— 


to his glorie,and commen-., c,, ,. 


ding our ſoules into his 12- 
hands, 2 Tim, 1.12. 

Thirdly, To the belee- 
uer, according to the de- 
gree of it, it workes qiict 
dependance on God for 
prouifion and protection, 
content and comfort in 
God in any condition, pa- 
tience vnder Gods hand 
with delight in him. Pſa. 
773. 25, 26» 

Fovrrhly, Towards faith- 
full brethren, coniuntion 
ob foules and communion 
of gifts ſpirituall and rem- 


porall, with a brotherly £34 32- 


kind- 


_ 
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kindnefſe - and loue cdify- 


kph,4.16, ing the body; towards all 


men, loue, humanitic, iu- 


, Rice, equity, mercy and 
. -goodneſle 


cuen £0 ence 


Fikty inſt the devill, 
ily, the deui 
refiſtance Ing,vicory, 
by the power of the Lords 
might. Eph, 6. 16. 

y, For parts, of 
nature , temporary faith 
hath but rwo which the 
ſpirir workes ; knowledge, 
and appobation vnto ſome 
10y in the word received: 
faith properly ſo called 
hath both them & ao other 


 asan eſſential ep abouc 


the other; which diſtingui. 
ſherh it fromehe other in 


kinde, 


| 
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kinde, as ſenſe diſtinguiſh- Wn 


eth the lifc of beaſts from 
that of plants , that hauc 
vegeratiue life but not 
ſenſiriue ; and reaſon; the 
life of men from that of 
beaſts, which haue ſenſe 
common with man bur 
not reaſon, And this part of 
faith which ſo formally 
& eſſentially differenceth ir 
is application , or appro- 
priation of Chrilt and the 
promile. of mercic in him, 
which is called recciuing 
of Chriſt, and drinking his 
cth and blood, putting 
him on : by this Chriſt 
dwels, and liucth in the be- 
lecuer, ioyning him foto 
the Lord that he is one ſpi- 


rit 
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rt with him. For want of 
this, the temporizer is an 
vnbeleegcr, im reſpect of 
lob,6, 6. Eftie faith, a hidden infidel, 
ſuch as Chriſt would nor 
*commir himſelf vnto. 1b. 


2. 24+ 
Yer they are faidto be- 
leeve 4 reaſon of ſome 
"marermlls of faith : 2. for 
ſimilirnde in a chearefull 
profeſſion of that Goſpel! : 
3. In regard of ſome ſubie- 
"ion tro the word which 
_ infidels caſt away,yer 
ﬀers from faith properly 
fo called, as hypocritical 
from fincere , head from 
linely , general! from ſpe- 
ciall, ineffeQuall from 
effeQuall, and tranſory 
from abiding. Ob- 


| 
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Obieftion. 1 1, 

The things reuealed are 
ſweerte ro them, they taſt 
the word ro be good, re- 
ceive it with joy, that 
ſeemcs ro implic applica- 
tion. 


Anſwere, 

By the light of Godin 
their minde they fee the 
kingdome of Chriſt to bee 
elorious, heauenly and 4- 
bouc this world ; which 
many thought bur _— 
they fee their ſtare for 
whon it is prepared to bee 


full of happineſſe, Gods 
loue and good willtherem 


of great admiration : they 
pcrcewe a poſſibility ofob- 


taining this . happineſſe 
E 2 which 


T5 
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which knowledge for the 
time delights them. 
Secondly , They per- 
ceiuec finne to be full of mi- 
ſerable vexation, know and 
feare 2 painetull Ring in 
death, and hearing of a tree 
and full deliverance from 
theſe euils by Chriſt, they 
in ſome ſort for a time ſub- 
mit themſclues ro the Gol. 
pell , forſake them which 


' are arc wrapped, in error, ceaſe 


_—_— a& many grolſe 
finnes, and do many things 
commanded , and fo arc 
reccined in the charity of 


'the Church as members: 


by which vaniſhing taſte 
temporary and partall re- 
formation, with ſome 

common 


: 
: 
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common graces with the 
eſtimation of the Godly, 
they conceive a rowling 
opinion that they ſhall bee 
ſaued, which for a whrc 
leaſeth them, but is one- 
# as the commotion of af- 

feions ina dreame, 
Thirdly, The ſpirit of 
God makes no prelwaſion 
of Gods louc tothem, nor 
ever giues life to the ſeed 
which in ſowing fel in ſuch 
po It is faide to 
pring vp as corne in ſtonie 
ground ot ſowen among 
thornes that choke it, but 
it neuer is brought forward 
to that which God works 
in them whora he calls of 
his purpoſe, They are faid 
E 3 one- 
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onely to ſeeme to have. 
Hence it 1s that they doe 
not ſo much (ſetledly) as 
purpoſe,defire,& indeuour 
ro get thar faith which is 
=_ to the elect : 2, or 

riue (of conſcience of the 
commandements) againſt 
doubts and feares to giuc 
glory toGod by belecuing: 
3. they are nor itcalons of 
the deceivableneſſe of their 
hearr, they cry nor their 
ſtate, with loue to be true, 
and to know they are of 
cherruth. 

Itis with them as with a 
manadmirred into a rome, 
where a table is furniſhed 
with delicares (for ſome 


of 
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of them, who is able ro dif; 
cerne the goodneſleotthe 
things ſet forth, the good- 
will of the houſhoulder ro 
them that are bidden for 
whom they are provided, 
yet recelucs them not ſa a5 
they for whome they were 
nec 
The true belicuertaſts the 
loue of God to him as 3 
choſen gueſt inthe delicats 
prouided for him, &by that 
taſte is carried in deſire to 
grow vp more in the grace 
that reioyceth him, prat- 
ſerh Chriſt for that reſt 
and fwcetneſle he finds in q,, . 
in him, and comes with 
indeuour more and more "-Per.z-2. 
to him , giving himlſelfe ro 
4 him 
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him as truely happic, in 
him ' his faith conquers, 
when the temporizers is 
ouercome, and he goeth 
back after Sathan. 
ObiecFion, [11 

- True faith pivcs a know- 
ledge of Gods loue to him 
ro whome it is giuen to be- 
lecue. 1 /0h. 4. 16. wee 
have knownic and belecued 
the loue of God towards 
VS. I finde not that know- 
ledge of Gods ſpeciall loue 
tome: can I hauc faith and 
ſecenone / 

Anſwere, 

There may be faith in 
the ſoule that takes notno- 
ticeof it , God hides him- 
felfe from them ro whom 

he 
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he is a Sauiour. Chriſt rold 
Themas with the reſt of the 
Diſciples that they knew 
whether he went, and the 
way to come to him mn 
their death : yet heſaid we 
know nor whether thou 


———  — 


oocſt, and how ſhould wee lok-14.5 


know the way *£ Chriſts 
wordswere true,they knew 
not their owne knowledge, 
So he promiſeth when hee 
giveth his ſpirit more plen- 
tifully, they ſhall know(by 
the cffcuall working of 
it in them) thar hee is in 
them and they in him. 1obs 
14. 20, Implying that yer 
they knew not that,asthey 
ſhould know it by experi- 
ment of faith. Faith may be 


E 5 im- 
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implicite in reſpet of 
cleare knowledge of Gods 
fauour, cuen after many 
yeeres ſoberly ſpent in 
Gods ſeruice, | 

Secondly , Faith is for a 
time but in ſeed , notable 
toquier the heart in know- 
ledge of Gods loue,yerthe 
reigne of vnbelcefe is de- 
royed : he that was care- 
lefle of, or aucrſe from 
faith, now wills, loucs, de- 
fires, labours to bclecue : 
the grace giuen hath diſ- 
poſed him to follow after 

according to the com- 
mandement, Folow after 


farh. x. Tim. 6. 11. The 


will is Gods worke. Phil. 
Z+ 13+ Verrtues in n_—_ 
a 


»* Some Helps to Fatth, $3 


, a@ are the ſame in kinde, 
- differing onely in degree, 
as in vice, luſting attera 
woman in heart vnlawful-. 
ly is adultery in him that 
 luſts, though it come not 
into act : coueting an other 
mans 'goods inordinately 
is theft, though he bce: 
hindred from taking them. 
Thirdly , Luſting con- 
trary to the fleſh arguerh 
the preſence and working 
of Gods ſpirit; Gal.s.17+«in 
that the will of the fleſh is 
not fulfilled but hindered. 
Deſire of holy gram IS AN Rek.t.r7, 
a& of ſpiritual life, at ar. 
facultic, and facultic 


Fourchly , Chriſt graci. 
ouſly 


= 
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onſly receiues, & tenderly 
cheriſheth the little ones , 
Zach. 13. 7. giving charge 
againſt conrempr, and ther. 
by offence of them, 2arh, 
18. 5- 10+ incouraging men 
ro receive them as coun- 
ting that in {o doing he is 
recciued , when it is done 
in his name : hee calls on 
men to beare with the 
weak,ro comfort the feeble 
minded, 1. Thef. ;. 14. he 
—— ——_—_ to binde vpthe 
oken and to ſtrengthen 
the weake, Ezech. 34. 16. 
* to gather the lambes with 
tus arme, & to carry them {/ 
E440 It; his bolame,with render * 
regard of their weaknefle, 
he giueth vnto him that 


fainteth 


-_— 


Some Helps 10 F 41th; 


 — 


—— - — OO — CC 


fainterh, and vnto him thar 
hath no (trengrh he increa- 
ſcth power ; Eſa. 40. 29. 
hee quencherh not the 
ſmoakine flaxe , the brui- 
{ed reed ſhall he not break, 
but of weake and ſmall be. 
ginnings ſhall he bring for- 
ward his kingdome vio- 
riouſly. Math. 12.20, How 
did he reſpeR the ſhaken 
Diſciples, the two going 
Emmaus * to whom hee 
ioyned himſclfe, not with- 
out reproofe of their flow- 
neſle of heart to belecue: 
yet to confirme their faith 
by opening the Scriptures 
vnto them, Luk. 24. 32. 
and the cleuen rogerher, 
reproching them for their 

ynbclcefe 
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'"—— ynbelcefe, yet ſhewing his 
hands and his (ide, to the 
gladneſſe of their hearts. 
Mar. 16. 14+ 1866.20.20, He 
crownes a gracious will 
where power want. Pros. 
10-24. Eſ«. 1. 19. 2 Coy. 8. 
I2s 

Fiftly, Though it bee 
given to ſome to know 
Gods loue to them with 
ſuch (wecte contentment 
as paſſeth pleaſures of na- 
rure: Pſal, 4. 7.and 63. 5. 
Can.1.t. 

Yet'it is not ſo with 
them at all times. Some 
that haye gloricd in good, 
walking in the light of his 
countenance, made their 
ſongs of him , after haue 

beene 
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oppreſſed with forrow, 
their ſoules ſore troubled, 
fainting within them, /on, 
2. 7. their heart failimg 
them ar the thought of the 
multitude of their finnes, 
Pſal. 40. 12. troubledin 
thought of God refuſing | 
comfort, in greattempta- ,, 7” * 
tion to deſpaire, vttering 
words fauouring of it, as 
if they forgac their ſepera- 
tion from them thatperiſh: 
Eſa. 6. 5.7. Pſal. 31. 22. 
Lam. 3. 18. yet get victory 
at length. 
Obieition, ITIT, 

Belcevers purged by the 
blood of Chriſt, are wirh- 
out conſcience of ſinnes, 
Heb, 10, 2. know they are 


Cm — — 
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not guilty and are at reſt in 
ſoule : I am ſenſible of 
euiltineſſe with painctull 
feare ; how dwclleth then 
the faith in God in me 7 
Anſwere, 

Fuſt , Faith is bur in 
iourncy yer, and hath dif- 
ferent degrees ; we reade 
or heare of weak & ſtrong, 
little and great, as it in- 
creaſeth it giues vs ro know 
that wee hauc no guiltic 
conſcience. 

Secondly , God doth 
not caſe the beleeuers of al 
their paine and feare at 
once, Dauid heard Nathan 
pronounce his abſolution 
from his finne in the name 


of God: 2. Sew. 12. 13- 


yer 
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yea had not preſent free- 
dome from conſcience of 
linne,as appearcs, F/al. 51. 
7, Marzes loue teſtified her 
faith & forgiuenes of fins : 
yer was the affilited in 
conſcience, as appeares by 
her teares ; Chriſts abſolu- 
tion ſpoken to het face, thy 
finnes be forgiuen thee, 
bidding her goc in peacc. 
Luk. 7.48. 50. 

God accepts voluntary 
contrition for ſinne, as it 15 
offenſiue to him z it 15 foun« 
ded in louc which argues 
faith begun, Pal. 34. 18. 
Pfal. $1. 17. Efa. $7. 15» 
1hey mult wair for the 
Lord that hideth his face, 
and looke for him, 


Thirdly 


Els. 17, 


— - 
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Loh, 1.5. 


Thirdly it pleaſcth God 
ro quict mens hearts by c- 
uidence of ſanRification, 
ſomrimes, when they want 
ſenſe of faith and iuſtifica» 
tion by it. 1. /#b. 3. 19. As 
the narurall ſpirit comes 
not to any member but in 
connection to the head, fo 
the ſpirit of ſantification 
5 pivento none but in theie 
vnion to Chriſt. By that 
ſpirit we know he is in vs, 
and we in him : 1 1#6.3.24. 
t is Gods ſcale and ear- 
neſt, ro aſſure his promiſe, 
ſomerhing abouc a pledge 
in common vic : becauſe 
the pledge is reſtored when 
the promile is fullfilled - an 
earneſt is not reſtored but 
15 
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is made full according to 
the promile. 
Obiettion. Y. 

There isa righteouſneſſe 
not allowed in heauen 
which had loue from 
Chriſt, Ark. 10. 21. and ) 
fomerhing called ſan@f1- 
cation which is no figne of 
true faith , becauſe men 
fall away from irro grea- 
ter finfulneſſe, then eucr 
they had before, and their 
latrer end is worſe then 
their beginning : how may 
I then know that ſanif- 
cation thar infallibly teſti. 
fieth of rrue fairh ? 

Axn/. rt. Truc holineſle is 
an cffet of wvnion with 
Chriſt, Heb. 2. 11. the ver. 

rue 
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rue of his death and reſur- 
rection: Rem. 6, 4. Phil. 3. 
10, Col, 2. 11.12. proceeds 
from eleftion: Eph. 1. 4. 
and is an euidenceto afſure 
it vnto vs: 2. T heſ. 2.13. 2+ 
Fes. 4. 10. abcginningot 
lorification , which is 
— forward vnto per- 
fetion of glory. Rom. 8. 
30. 2.Cor.3.18. Therefore 
that from which men fall, 
and that morality which 
Chriſts example reacheth 
vsto loue, as a worke of 
Gods good prouidenceto 
the preſeruar'6 of ſociety, 
cannot be true ſanRifica- 
tion, though ſometime in 
a large ſenſe ſo called for 
ſome materialls ; or be« \ 
cauſe 


2x Per, 1.2. 
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caule they ſeemed fo to 
themſelues deceiued in 
their, imagination. Pros, 
30. 12. Gal.6. 3. They have 
ſome zkinde of diſpoſitions 
rowards grace , but it ts 
not brought forward to 
ſanRifcarion : they oncly 
ſeeme to haue. The world 
cannot receive the ſpirit, 
18.14.17. An honeſt heare 
whereby fruit is brought 
torth with patience1s the 
nore of a true belecuer,re- 

ſembled by the ground, 
Secondly , True righte- 
onſneſle in life ,- is ſuch 
proofe of a man borne of 
God, and indeede righte- 
ous, as we are to reſt in, 
110h,2.29.& 3.7. It differs 
trom 


— 
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and ſeeming {ancification 
diverſly though they haue 
much of the matter in 


them : 1.in cauſe, cxrent, 


and end. 1. The nextand 
immediate cauſc of a good 
worke is inherent righte- 
ouſneſſle infuled from 
Chriſt, of whoſc fulneſle 
we all receiue grace for 
grace : it is not oncly doac 
in grace but by grace, 1 
Cor. 15. lo. By the grace 
of God I am that lam, and 
bu grace which @ in met 
Was not in Varne, but 1 la- 
boured , (4c. not | but the 
grace of God which #s 
with me , called liuing and 


walking inthe ſpirit. They 
bc 


| 
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be ations of a ſupernatu- 
rall life begun, which wee 
have in Chriſt by faith, 
Gal. 2.20. 

That righteouſnes which 
is nor allowed in heauen, 
is produced by the fleſh, of 
fleſhly wiſedome, which 
the' Apoſtle oppoles ro the 
grace of God m guidance 
of conterſation : 2. Coy.1. 
12. it is by the prouidence 
of God,  preſeruing natu- 
rall light and conſcience in 
ſome aboue orhers, and 
pining to ſome light by his 
word and ſpirit, whereby 
corruption is held vnder 
for a time, that the heart 
cannot ſhew the naughti- 
neſſe thats in it, and they 

recciue 
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receiue fome common 
graces which God go- 
vernesto the producing of 
ſome good works tor raat- 
fer: but he neuer renew- 
ing the tountaines of ati6, 
the minde will, and affecti- 
ons, the worke proues in 
Gods (1ght corrupt by the 
diſpoſition of the inſtru- 
ment, and no mixture of 
true goodneflc inthe pro- 
duction, as there is none un 
inthe inſtrument. They arc 
as clouds without water, 
like comely members of 
a bodice that want a head 
ro giue them life. God 
leads the belecuers by his 
ſpirit into good workes, by 
gouerninz the gracious 

habites 
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habites infuſed, the godly 
nature into holy aQs, hin- 
dered and corrupted in- 
deed by the fleſh concur- 


ring with erty = wor 
grace in the ſame worke, 
that the beſt worke needs 


the ſacrifice of Chriſt to 
make ir accepted, the cor- 


rupt mixture _ 
Yet their is ſome rruc 
goodneſle in ir, and ir is 
properly a good worke, by 
the production of the ſpt- 
rit exerciſing faith, hope, 
loue, zeale, feare of God, 
humility,and other graces. 

Secondly, True righte- 
ouſneſle wp: begun beds 
ence to al the Law of God, 
by the ſced of God abi. 


F ding 
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ding in the belectier wher: 
by hee finncs not , as the 
vnbelecuer, nor canſinne, 
1s 16h, 3.9. As difobedi- 
ence was puniſht with loſle 
of originall rightcouſnefle, 
and yniuerſal corruption of 
pature that man had all fin 
in fced: fo by faith in 
Cluiſt diſcharged of guile 
thereof God cues againe 
originall iuſtice and all ver. 
eues mm {ced that arc com- 
monrto Chriſtians. A licale 
child ſhall lcad him. E/ay. 


the 6. becaulc of his new 


creation and diſpoſit on ro 
keepe. Gods law which 
God hath pur in his hcarr. 
Falſ® rightcouſneſle ne- 
uer delivers vp amantoa 
full 
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full rulc, and conſcience of 
ſeueritic of right living ; it 
giueth not ſtrife thereunto, 
it 15 with percialitte, reſer- 
vation cither for perſons, 
Math, s. 44etimes, Pal, 78. 
34+ 36. Or things, Mark, 6, 
26. True righteouſnes hath 
ſomething ſingular , falſe 
rightcouſneſſe is euer with 
reigning finne : of which 
aitcr, 

Thirdly, True: rightce 
ouſneſlc 1s done to God in 
honour and obedience, to 
plcaſe and glorifie him, to 
adorne his dodtrine., ro 
wſtife proteſon, «to pre« 
pare Vnbelecuers, tOCon- 
ftirme and prouoke bclee. 
uers by good example: in 

F 2 conlcl- 
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conſcience of which the 
foule reſts, when carnall 
men traduce the belecuer 
and impure his worke 
ſometime to madneſſe, 
when it tranſcends their 
capacitic , ſometimes to 
ſome peruerſe affeRion, or 
bad counſclls of hearr. 2. 
Tim. 3.10, Thou haſt fully 
knowen my manner of 
living, purpoſe &c. 1. Cor, 
+ $« 2+ CO), 5.13: 14+ 
Falſe rightcouſneſſe, as 
its not wrought in God, ſo 
it is not doneto him, bur 
bends back vpon a mans 
ſclfe, Zach. 9. 5.6, cither to 
auoid puniſhment, and ger 
reward, ic is ſcruile, and 
mercenaric, or to get 
praiſe, 


| Some Helps to Faith, 
waiſe, ro be counted an 
_ man, fit to liucin a 
ſocietic. To doe all inthe 
name of Chriſt, Col. z. 17. 
that God inall things may 
be glorified, 1. Cor. 10.31, 
in miniſtring as of the abi. %Pet-4-11, 
litie thar God miniſtereth, 
is of grace. Ir is the true 


' loue of God that carrieth 


the heart in intention to 
God. Tea good worke is 
required power,loue, and a 
ſound minde which Chri- 
ſtians recciue in meaſure. 
Loue is counted the fulfl- 
ling of the law, it produ. *em-12. 8. 
cerh and direQts the workes 
of the belecuer ro Godin 
Chriſt, ro whom he lives 
as the Lord of his life and 
F 3 death 
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Phul,x, 21. 


death, Row. 14.8. Men wn- 
conuerred- are turned fo a- 
way from God, that they 
cannot —_— him. 
Ir may be as the God of 
nature,and amthor of bene- 
fits, which they ſecke t6 
haue and receiue,they loue 
him for their aduantage: 
but not as he's in himſelfe 
foueraignely good, nor as 
they belecuc his loue to 
them in Chriſt. They may 
doe ſomething not onely 
for remporall bleffings, as 
Santand chu, bur with re- 
lation to eternall life as the 
young ruler that was fo 
rich, Math. 19.15. but live 
not to magnifie Chriſt in 
their bodies which is pew 
ar 


m<s we £3 wo oo iow 
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liar to grace, P-4. 1. 20. 
Obiethow, &'h 


Sofne thar fall "away 
ſeeme to be changed by 


the Goſpell not onely out- 
wardly but inwardly: how 
can I bethen mfallible cer- 


taine of the truth of my- 


righteouſneſſe * 
Anſwere. 

There change is the gift 
of ſome -common'/graces, 
which Chriſt, as Lotd, be- 
ſtowes vpon them, bur he 
neucr giucs life to them as 
members of his body 
whereof he is head. They 
are made partakers of the 
holy Ghoſt, in ſome in- 
ferior working, but are not 
made new creatures, nor 

F 4 reccue 
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recciue grace accompany 
ing faluation, as appeares 
by the oppolition of theſe 
two, Their works proceede 
Hed.84,5, not from one and the ſame 
6 inciple internal: rhe true 
proceede from 
the new creature , faith 
working by louec, from the 
life of the ſpirit, which the 
other-hauc not. Conſider 
a lictle the difference of 
the worke of God in the 
fountaines of ation, 
Firſt,the minde ofa rem- 
rizer 1s not holy,though 
it be mlighrened to know 
and acknowledg the truth, 
It is peculiar to belceuers 
to be renewed in minde af« 
ter the mage of God: Cod. 
2 3- L2- 
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3. 12. They that beleeue 


not, haue mindes and con- 
ſciences ſtill defiled and 
not healed with the vnAti- 
on from him thar is holy. 
Which may _ I. 
in that his knowledge of 
truth 1s _=_ rooted in him, 
in time of temptation hee 
gocth away, and his light 
yaniſherh, as thar a 
ter darknefle commer 
on him. If the light thar is 
in thee be darknefſe, how 
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great is that darkeneſſe ? Mah-6.23. 


They goe goe backe after Sa- 

prince of darknes. 
For degree the devill was 
faid ro be caſt our, but rc- 
poſlſeſſerh them againe;(o it 
1s worle with then 
before, F $ Sc» 
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Cal, », 26, Secondly , Fhere minde 

oY not being ſandiified , they 
ſoenc are puft vp in their 
minde vnto vainc reaſon- 
ing, which beger a falſe 0- 
pinion : which having ſtri- 
ven for, they hardly for. 
ſake. They ſometime fancy 
a he which ſcemcs wiſe 
dome to them to follow, 
though they ſcnd to ins 
quire of God, as (ceming 
to offer their minds ro his 
direction to know what is 
belt to doc. Jer. 42. 3+ 5» 
29. Surely ye dilſembled, 
you, were fully minded to 
gointo Egypt whatſocuer 
the Lord ſhould ſay. They 
haue an inclination to vn- 
righteouſncs, and —_ 
; _ 
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with decciuery, are  calily 
carried away, and that b 
the iuſt iudgement of God, 
whole rhe deeciuer and 
decctued be, 186. 12.16; and 
makes the puniſhment of 
the maſter as the puniſh- 
ment of the Scholar, Mat. 
23+ 12. 

Thirdly, In that their 
knowledge 1s inciteuall, 
they know not» as they 
ought to know. 1. Cor. 8. 
2. Not for their @wne vic, 
which yet 1s required, 7os. 
$. 27« Not what firſt and 
principally , what more 
earneſtly ro - follow. Ir 
leaues them tenotane- of 
themſchues, foas they rhink 
themſclues ro be fome 


thing 
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thing, when they are no- 
thing, are ate os Ma- 
ſterly, cenſorious not one- 
rowards fraile man, but 
imes towards God 
himſelfe, as, Mal. 3. verſe 
a Their lighe ſhineth 
nor effeQually into their 
conſcience , and fo asto 
them, it is denied 
re the account of 
knowledge for the liucleſ- 
neſſe of it, 2. Pet. 1.9. 1. 
bb. 2. 4. 9. 

Fourthly,their choughrs 
and deuiſes declare the 
fcſhlineſſe of their mindes, 
that which riſech natur, 
as the fraite of their mi 
is 25 an ill fauour out of a 


minde things of 
finke, they — 
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the ficſh, and when they 
take counſell and delibe. 
rate, it hath the ſame fa- 
uour with the roote, when 
they rowle fome good 
thing in their heads, they 
corrupt and defile ir, the 
diuell alſo whoſe power is 
yer in their minde, puts ill 
choughts inro them, as his 
firſt borne, and his breath 
toblow vp rhe fire of fleſh- 
ly luſts, vnto which they 
fo attend, as they forget 
God, his properties,works 
and wayes, and walke in 
the ſparkes of their fire 
that they haue kindled, fa. 
$O-11. 


Bur the true belecuer is 
not ſo. 
Fuſt, 
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Firſt his knowledge is an 
abiding light, ſhining con- 
ſtantly rill hee come to life, 
called for that the light of 
life, Toby 8.12. He is taught 
of God, ſo as hee declines 
not from his ſtatutes, Pſal, 
119, 102.Bccauſe he taught 
him, hee cannot belecue 
otherwiſe then hee hath re- 
ceived, though falſe teas 
chers confirme their do- 
Rrine with (ignes and won- 
ders, Maiihew 24,24. They 
will nor hearc a ſtranger, 
ſpecaally in fundamentall 
dodrine, they know not 
his voyce,/4s 10.8. 1 10h, 
4+4-Thev know by an holy 
annomting abiding inthem 
the truth, and that no lye 

is 
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is of the truth, 1 78h, 2. 27+ 
and diſcerne the particular 
lye, viing ſuch meanes and 
helps as God affords them, 
They be tempted &trou- 
bled with the temptation, 
but are alwaycs with God, 
and ouercome the tempta- 
tion, and returne to their 
minde with confirmation, 
knowing whom they haue 
belecued, P/al. 73. 2, 23- 
6al.5.10. 

Secondly, Though they 
may erre m many things 
becauſe fight is not perfe- 
Red ar ance, ir is with ſome 
darkeneſle as it were in the 
dawning betweene light 
and darkeneſle, yer nor in 
full dackenefle true VENT 

at 
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hath ſhined ro them, and 
they ſeerhough with ma- 
ny fancies, as hee whoat 
Mark.$,24, the firſt rouch of his eyes 
faw men walke, but as 
trees, nor in their perfect 
lincamenes till Chriſt ſer 
to the cure againe, then he 
faw cleerely ; hence comes 
ſuch diverſitic of iudge- 
ments among learned and 
good men : yet truth bee. 
propounded to them 
and defended by others, 
= haue a gracious apt- 
e to yeeld to ir when 


ſee it, E/ay 11. 6. A 
ln hag ſhall lIeade them, 
James 3.17. The wiſcdome 
from aboue is traRtable , 
they offer ſincerely their 


exopticd 
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emptied minds vnto Chrilt 
that he may fill them with 
a frame of truth : fo re- 
nouncing the wiſcdome of 
the flelh, they allow their 
wits no liberty but in God. 
The care taſtes words as 
the palate doth meate, 76 
I2-[1. 1 Cor.14.37,38. He- 
relies inthe Church mani- 
felt the approoued. 1 Cor. 
11-19.As Z2les tothe car- 
cale, by proper ſagacity, ſo 
are they gachered ro the 
rruch concerning Chriſt, 
Lonke 17.47. 

Thirdly, their know- 
ledge is effeQuall, life ercr- 
nall is begun, continued, 
and conſummate in it, [#4 
17. 8. 12, For Gods tea- 

ching 
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ching is ſuch as the effec 
followes, /obn 6.45. Euery 
man thit hath heard, and 
bath learned of the Father, 
commeth to mee. Theſe are 
rogerther, 4. knowledge of 
him, 2. bceing in him, 3. 
loue of him, 4. and kee- 
ping his word, 1 Jobs 2. 2, 
$. They by this light fee 
God, ſpecially as hce is re- 
veaied in Chriſt, Epreſ. 2, 
18,19. They {ce themiclues 
in the very ſecret cham- 
bers of thcir hearts for de- 
feds, contrarictiero Gods 
law inwardly; whence hin- 
dering of good and furthe- 
ring of cuill comes, admire 
the rich and abounding 
loue and grace of God 

in 
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in Chriſt, 1Tim, 1. 14. 
confeſſing their owne vn-lob 9.3.26. 
worthincefſe, have mzane 
thoughts of themſclnes , 
compared to God, compa» 
red to Saints : and ſhew 
by good conuerſation their 
workes in meckeneſſe of 23-13: 
wiſedome. They be called 
the meeke of the earth,that © 
doc Gods 1udgements, 
Fourthly, The thowrhts 
of the init are richt, Prov. 
12+ 5- their renucd mindc 
2iucth diſpoſition thereun- 
to, and they are as fruits 
brought forth ro God by 
the vertue of Chriſt, ſpect. 
ally as the fpirit breaths 
obedience, and gouerncs 
them to deuife good things 
Ifatah 


eph, 2. 3+ 
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Iſaiah - $. Th nor 
onely a trea- 
fure mtheir ll agarto 
_ are brought 
but they forme their 
thoughts vnto good min- 
ding, with ſtudic and care- 
full thought bow to do ac- 
ceptably, pray for pleafing 
meditations, and labourto 
keepe their thoughts in an 
order, to ferue God with 
their thought. 

y, The conſci. 
ence of a temporizer, whe- 
ther you conſider quier, 
or troubled, differs much 
from the belecuers, in the 

' executionof the funtion , 
becauſe the belecuer hath 
fome holineſſe reſtored to 

his 
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his conſcience, which none 
can haue but in Chriſt, 
who haue learned him,and 
have beene raughr as the 
truch is in Chriſt Ieſus, to 
pur off the old man, and to 
pur on the newe, Epheſ.4., 
_ 


. The cauſe of quiet- 
neſſe. 2. the effes, 3. the 
continuance, difference ir, 
Firſt, The quietnefſe of 4 
an vnbelecuer, or that be- 
leeues nor, (fo as it may 
properly bee called _ 


_— miſtaken grounds , 
his faith L > him 

right in the Couecnant 
which God hath made 


to all that truely receive 


Chriſt, whoſe merit is the 
foune 


LD o— 
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toundation of the couc- 
nant, it is infallblic true in 
the propoſition, whoſo- 
cuer hath his Sonne hath 
life, to as maniy as rccciued 
him he gaue this dignity, 
to bethe children of God, 
bur it is falſc inthe aſſump. 
tion, I belecue in Chriſt 
and recciue him. So inthe 
point of ſanctification, de- 
cciued with (hew, when he 
hath not the truth, he rclts 
vpon the promile made to 
the fanctitied, bur fallely 
allumed to him : as before. 
Secondly, Or it is by a 
wilfull preſumption of 
finding God pcaccablc to- 
wards him, againſt che cx- 
prelle words of the curſe, 
truſting 
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ruſting in a lying word, 
wherein ſomerimes the 
are ſtrengrhencd by falle 
teachers, that giue lite. to 
them that ſhould not hue. 
Thirdly, Or by not ſtir- 
ring of corruprions, flum- 
bering in error without 
ſenſe. By ignorance of the 
law I was a liue without 
the law, but when the 


reuiued, and [ diced, 
Fourthly, By carthing 
themſelues, aSit were ina 
caue of forgettulneſſe ot 
God,and their own eſtate, 
diverting their thoughts to 
other things, not conſider- 
ing that he remembers all 
their ſinnes and that they 
ſhall 


Ii9 


R 9 
commandement came fin ,,, 
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ſhall come to iudgement. 
Fiftly , Oppreſhng their 
conſcience with "_— 
ſonings they rake cuill tor 
good,good for cuill, & lye 
ynder the woe denounced 
inſt it withour fcare. 
Secondly it giues no true 
comfort in God as rcecon- 
ciled, no delight in him 
Tob. 27. 10. it is not re- 
newed vnto that righte- 
ouſneſſe which was loſt, 
holds not to vniuerſall 9- 
bedience,bur ſuffers to liue 
in ſome ſinne knowen con- 
ſcienceleſly, it witnes nor, 
nor holds a man vnto,right 
manner and end of aRions 
with due circumſtances, 
bur onely excuſcth the 
worke | 
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worke done, as Iehw did 
when he ſaid to jchowadab 
the Sonne of Rachab come 
with me and fce the zeale x.King, rec 


- that I hauc for the Lord. 5: 


He was caricd with a great 
will to the fat, bur not 
with pure intention, but to 
make himſelfe ſure of the 
kingdome : as the youn 
mans conſTience witneſſed, Luk.18.2r, 
all cheſe haue I kept, when 
for right manner and end 
he had kept none of them. 
Thirdly, The peace it 
hath cotinueth not, When 
God emterrupreth his pre- 
ſumprion,;opening his con- 
ſcience to notice his work. 
ing of iniquitie,in the midſt 
of laughter the heart is ſor- 
G rows 
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rowfull and ke B«/teſber at 
Dan. 5,6, the fight of a hand writi 
ypon the wall he is fill 
with terror, and his falſe 
confidence deſtroicd,there 
ſhall be only feare to make 
them vaderſtand the heat- 
ing. E/«. 28. 19. 
Firſt, The quiectneſſe of 
a true beleeuers conſgience 
is cauſed by reſting on 
Chriſt, ro the ſprinkling of 
it with his blood , as the 
blood of attonement for 
all his finnes ; ſo particular- 
ly forthoſe that doe ſpeci- 
ally lye vpon the conſci- 
ence, both for preſent 
with God,and ſafery | 
wrath for cuer here- 
after, through Chriſts ad- 
uOcation | 


Rom. 5.9, 
10. 
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Uocation and interceſſion, Rom.$.3% 
appearing in heaucen for 34,35. 
him. Ir 1s alſo ſtrengrhed 
by experience of Gods 
good will , Xen. 5.4. ſat. 
41+ 11,12.and by cuidence 
_ of lantification, inthe dy- 
JAR 3s 
cgrees, e 
"2 Ed froits of Ag 
the life of the ſpirit gouer- 
ning the ſoul by exerciſe of 
"holy graces planted in it, 
to bring glory to the name 
of God by good workes 
and labours of loue, Heb. 
13. 18- 1 10h. 3,19. with - 
faith of Chriſtian hberty, 
and particularly of free- 
dome from the rigor of the 
law, that God accepts in 
G z Chit 


ſ 
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Chriſt a begun obedience | 
though ir be unperfet, | 
Secondly, For effects, it | 
works comfort in God,re- 
ioyCing in him becauſe of 
the arronement, Row.s. I. | 
freeenterance into his pre- | 
ſence with our lawful ſuits, 
Heb. 10. 22. with a hol 
ſhame for ſinnes though 
forgiuen, Ezech. 16. 63. 
witneſſing the loue of 
Chriſt ro vs, itholdsro 
his word, to live no more 
A2.14.16, to our ſclues but to himzir 
hath the authoritic of God 
in ſuch reſpeRrhat it can- 
not in any knowne law caſt 
Plll18.22, It out with defpiſing the | 
commandement, giuen to 
2Jok-3-9, ys though in lefſer — | 
ang | 
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& therfore makes vs ſtriue 
agiinſt ſinne and maintaine 
a clole fight with it, and 
not onely holds vs to tra- 
uaile of foule for inward 
mortification, but to hold 
on in good duties when 
wee ſuffer euill for the 
Lords ſake. It encourageth 
in wel-doing not onely for 
matter, bur for intention, 
againſt imputations of hy- 
pocrifie and vanitie. 1s, 
27+4+5.6. 2 C07. 1.12. The 
peace it gines keeps the 
minde and heart in Chriſt 
leſus. Phil, 4. 7: 
Thirdly, For continuance, 
it is a ncuer failing feaſt , 
it may be interrupted, by 
delcrtion,temptarion,fa!ls, 
G 3 bu: 
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but it remaines in cauſe, 


" and rerurnes at length. 2 


Sam. 23. 9. The troubled 
conſcience of the vnbelee. 
uer, or vaine belecuer, and 
the troubled conſcience of 
a rrue, though not perfet 
beleeuer are differenced in 
cauſe, meaſure and effects, 
Firſt, The vaine belee. 
vers trouble is of the ſpirit 
of bondage cavfing feare 
and diſquiernefle. Rom, gs, 
15, He 1s amazed at his 
owne brutiſhneſle rel uked 
for fi1 , whercof the con- 
ſcience 15 witnele, by ape 
prehenſion oncly of miſery 
followino ir. Pron, 5, 12, 

13- 14. 
Secondly, For meaſure, 
the 


Some Helps ſo Faith, 
the conſcience of an mnbe- 
leever accuſcrh too ſorely, 
hiding away the Goſpell, 
and ſo without hope,grerte 
wholly poſſeſſeth the bart, 
without ſtrife againſt ut, as 
—_— vrgeth not to faith 

repentance truely; hee 
affects —_——_ and 
ſometimes complaines of 
God for the greatneſle of 
his + wb as they 
doe in hell, wich indigna- 
tion enaſhing their recth, 
defpanng viterly as Indes, 
For the ſpirit having ope+ 
ned their conſcience to he 
their ſins and Gods wrath, 
with fenſe of guilticne fe, 
leaues them in terrors, and 


mooues them not ro £0 to 
G4 hriſt 
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Es 
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Chriſt. So through their 
own corruptio they bring 
forth deſperate ſorrow, 
a —_ of their 
deſperate finning, who an« 
Each as enkoge them 
to repentance, There @ ns 
hopes, I haue loved ſiran- 
gers and them will | follow , 
fer. 2. 25. to whom G 
may iuſtly ſay this ſhall ye 
haue at my hands , yee ſbalf 
te down im ſorrow. Eſa. 50. 
IT: 
Thirdly, it makes a man 
ſhunne God, as Adam 
n his fall, as the devils 
<d Chriſt as their rormen- 
tor, it makes a nan flee the 
ſtroke of the word in a fin- 
ccre miniſterie, it hates 
the 


I 
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the light /0h, 3. 20. as 4ab 
faid of Michaiah, whom he 
confeſſed a prophet of the 
Lord ,l hate him , as Herod 
did 1hn. 

Firſt, The troubled con« 
ſcience of the true belecuer 
is from the Spirir of grace 
ſanRifying the conſcience 
vnto ſome rightneſſe, in 

rforming this funRtion, 
in acculing and diſquieting 
to his good, though nor 
withour ſome mixture of 
the flchh, it troubles for 
finne, as of enmitie againſt 
God, offenſiue ro him, and 
cauſing wrath , whereby 
the finner is deteſtable ro 
himſelfe, doing things (o 
vaworthy. He cannot live 

vnder 


I29 


—_— EEE rr eee 


130 


—— ———————RR8N£0 


”—_ 


Some Helps to F with, 


— —  —— 


ynder Gods diſpleaſure. 
Secondly, for mcaſure , 
this vnquietneſſe is nor full, 
becauſe hee is not withour 
ſome meaſure of faith in 
Chriſt, to the purging of 
his conſcience trom guilti- 
neſſe and filrhines of finne, 
though, it may be, he ſeerh 
no faith in his owne hcarr, 
His conſcience telleth him 
hee ovght ro belecue be. 
cauſe of Gods commande- 
mEr,he valueth faith high- 
Iy, and ſeckes it of God 
ly, with mourning 
for his vnbeleefe ; he calles 
vpon his heart to truſt in 
God, as not without hope, 
though languiſhing , nor 
without loue whereby hee 
cleaucs 


ME 


uerſiry. | | 

Thirdly for effedts, it 
makes me beleeger to 
beare iſhment - ypon 
nodes from Cod. 
Lament. 3.28, 29. i 

' his mouth in the daft, 
hee s not his-mouth 
againſt God, Ezech,16.61. 
Ir makerh him to feare fin 
ro come, and ſuffers him 
nor to cominue m knowne 
ſmnes, it workes him to 
readineſle ro forgiue men, 
becauſe hee needes pardon 
and (eckes it, He we comes 
the miniſterie, ontiny 


— 
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and healing, and ſtriuerh 
ro reme God in his 
waics, promifing with pur- 
me of hearrtoſing ioyful. 
y of Gods righteonſneſſe, 
when he opens his mouth. 
Or from men :. of which 
after ; whether from law 


and iuſtice, or from wrong 


Thirdly, the will of an 
vnbclecucr (of which a 
worke is ſpecially good or 
bad, and fo accounted of 
God) is not made free 
from ſpirituall bondage : 2 
man is counted good or C- 
uill of his will. Iris the 
comfort of a ſtrong chriſti- 
an,that he findes the worke 
of God in his will for de- 

light 


i 


ea, 
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light to doe that which 
God requires, with preſent 
and working will, not alto- 
gether ineftcRual}, 

The new heart is pecus 
liar to them whom God 
hath received in Chriſt, 
Fzech, 16.26. To have the 
ſtonie heart raken away 
and to receive a heart of 
flcſh. Godly defires are po- 
culiar to pou men who 
are carried by Gods Spirit, 
which they. alledge ro him 
as his owne worke, who 
giuesto will, Nehemtab x. 
11, Eſty 20.8. graciouſly 
hearing and fulfilling them. 
Pſal.10.17, Prou.10.24. It 
qual;heth a worke vnto ac- 
ceptationand reward, that 

it 
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it was not onely done, but 
willed, 1 Cor.9.17. 2 C#7, 
3,10. 

Men not in Chriſt by a 
true faith, arc ſaid ro be 
dead in finne and their 
works dead, their Will 
is not free then to any ſpi- 
rituall work,death depriues 
not onely of aRion but fa- 
cafltie. 

They are ſaid to ſerue 
finne, if their will be in a 
full bondage they are not 
free, all that are not freed 
by Chriſt remaine in ſpi- 
rituall bondage to ſinne, 
they muſt be in him whom 
he freeth,, and thatis by a 
true faith ; they are gouer- 
ned by he prouidencets 

ſome 
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ſome workes that are good 
for their matrer, but in 
then they are intrinſecally 
guilty,they haueno will ro 
obey & honour rhe Lord, 
therein they proceed nor 
from an inward frame of 
goodneſſe , and confor. 
mitre of hearr ro Gods 
law, their will is worſe 
then their deed, they re- 
ceivethe Goſpell, but not 
with an honeſt hearr,pure- 
ly for it ſclfe, but with cor- 
rupt refpeR, 

They forbeare fome ſins 
bur not for lone of God, 
and that they haue choſen 
Gods law, whereof fin is a 
violation, their will is noe 
turned againſt it our of any 

inherent 
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inherent holincs contrary 
toit, but as contemned by 
light of the minde as re- 
prochfull for one that pro. 
teſſeth true religion , or 
ſome way daungerous , as 
appeares by their partiali- 
nic inthe law. lam. 2. 4. 
The true belecucr is by 
the ſpirit of Ghriſt in part, 


. truely and for cuer freed in 


his will from the ſpirituall 
bondage and ſervitude of 
corruption, and his liber- 
tie is brought forward by 
degrees. The change is by 
a ſupernaturall worke, as if 
a ſtone which a hundred 
times forced vpward falls 
downe againe ſhould haue 
a new inclination put into 

it 
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it, the change were aboue 
nature. Burnow the incli- 
nation is naturall, fo in 
this worke .of God in ta- 
king aw?y the ſtonie heart 
giving the will anew 
inclination , the divine 
power having made this 
alteration by intufion of 
grace and holinefle into it; 
the ation of it, in willing 
to belicue ro be wſtified, ro 
be healed in nature of the 
ſinfulneſle perceiued, to be 
quickened vnto good 
workes, to doc them more 
ſpiritually, is naturall and 
free, by.rcaſon of the god- 
ly nature. 
Search your ſelfe accor- 
ding to this difference in 


minde 
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minde conſcience and will, 

and be a true witnefle of 

the worke of God in you. 
Obieltion. YI. 

I find ſuch corruption in 
my minde, conſcience, and 
Will eſpecially,chat I feare 
Fam vnder the dominion 
of finne, not onely hauimg 
damnable marter in me, 
(from which Gods chil 
dren be nor fice) but dam- 
ning, for finne reignes vn- 
to | 

| Anſwere. 

Firſt, If you defire hea- 
Ing of your nature, grone 
in defire to grace, perceiue 
your fowlcneſſe ymtoa lo- 
thing of your ſelfe, feare 
not,finne hath not domini- 

on 


| 
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on ouer you. 
True grace and fenſe of 
fnne may betogether ina 
true beleeuer, who by new 
light percciueth what is 
, by renewed lelfe. 
lone more impartially 
iudge themſclaes and their 
doings, by ſpirituall life 
feel thar which they thar 
are blind & dead,in whom 
{If loue is fully corrupted, 
neicher ſce nor feel, Prom, 
30. 2. 3. Rom. 7. 24+ 
Thar w-e fee, abhorre, 
confelſe, lament £5 our ex- 
ceeding miſerie , finne 
dwelling & working in vs, 
hind-ring the good wee 
would, corrupring our beſt 
workes , carrying vs to 


hated 
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hated euill. That we car- 
neſtly defire deliuerance 
fr6 this bondage, That we 
may do Gods will in carth 
asitis done in heauen. No 
meaſure that is ioyned 
with impertction (iizft- 
eth vs: but we contend fur- 
ther, that we indeuour our 
lelues to ger more grace 
and the cxerciſc of it , a 
ply our hearts t6 Cath 
Gods Ratutcs, bid battell 
to all vices, purge our 
ſclues , imbrace croſſes as 
meanes of mortification 
and profic.in holineſſe, loue 
a wile reprouer , beare 
malicious reproofes, and 
that we reſtnot in aliucleſſe 
conformity in the externall 

action 
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ation ro Gods law, it is of 
the grace of God giucn ys 
in Chriſt Icb 15, Rows, 7. 14, 
IS» 24. Phil, 3. 13. 14. 

1 Chyo, 28.7. 9. Heſ.s. 3. 

Pſal. 119. 101, 1766. 3.1, 

Heb 12.7. 10. 11. Pros, 25, 

12. 2549.26.10. 12. Pſal, 
119. 93- 

For finnes paſt, r. That 
we voluntarily remember 
them ro affict our (clues, 
raking greife and ſhame 
for offending of God. 2. 
That we willingly bearc 
the puniſhment of them . 
loathing our ſclues for our 
deeds that were not good, 
hold our felues wholly 
damnable, open not our 

1outh in defence or c2e- 
tenuation 


pn 
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tenuation, bur confeſle our 
ſclues vile to Gods glory, 
with indignation, at our 
follie and brutiſhneſle : z, 
that by remcmberance of 
our ſcrajce of ſuch hatcfull 
and now hatcd ſinnes, wee 
keepe our ſcluces from Qur 
iniquitie and prouoke ur 
ſclucs to the ſtudy of inno- 
cencie, that we are carried 
to labour in Gods worke 
with greater impulfion of 
loue, conlidering Chriſts 
loue dying for vs, Gods 
loue giving him for vs, and 
forgiuing ſo great debt: 4. 
that we are humblegmodcſt 
in opinion and ſpeech of 
our ſclues, whatſocucr gra- 
ces we haue received, that 


cgpſidering * 
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confidering ourchange by 
the ns God, we bee 
humane,compaſſonate to- 
ward ftaners, louing to 
make them iuſt , waiting 
for their repentance, de- 
uouring indignities from 
them m hope and deſire, 
thatthey which are ſuch as 
we were , may be ſuch is 
we are, by the grace of 
God, louingly and gladly 
receiving them repenting, 
is of grace, Eſay 54. 6. 7+ 
Ezech, 16. 63- Lev. 26. 42. 
2 Sam, 15.26. Mich. 7.9. 
Ib. 42.6. Pſal. 73.22. Pſal. 
Wc 23. Gt FL & 3 $o 
I C9,15.9.10.2-C#, 5.14 
Eph, 3.8. 2 Tim. 2. 24-25. 
Tit. 3.3. Itisa token that 

God 
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is pacificd, is moued in his 
bowels towards vs as his 
deare children, Jer. 3 1. 20. 
will meete vs with rokens | 
of pr ace and loue, Lek, x5, 
20. 23. and defend vs as 
now deliuercd from our 
ſinnes not being that wee 
were, being that we were | 
not: Lek. 7. 44. and iuſtific ! 
the ioy of good men in our 
returning from death to 
life. Lok. 15. 31. | 

Secondly , Where ſinge * 
reigns,the man is but fleſh, -| 
merely carnall, Gen, 6, 3. | 
Toh. 3. 6. diſtirure of the 
ſpirit, /»d. wv. 19. inthe full 
power of {innc. Row, 7. 5. 

AR48,23; wholly repleniſhed with 

It,& as it were buried in 


— —— "— —_—_— hd LAM =—_ wo —— 
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Some Helps to Faith. 
If the Spirit of Chriſt be 
in you, it treeth you from 
the law and force of finne, 
and the hurt of death. Tow 
are norm the fleſh, but in the 
Sprrit , for the Spirit of 
Chriſt awelleth in you,Rom. 
$8.2, 9» Though you hauc 
and ſhew forth much more 
corruption in affeRtion and 
manners then many other 
chriſtians doe, yet the new 
man liueth in you as a babe, 
1 Cor.3-1. infirme and fee- 
ble to keepe the olde man 
vnder, and to bring forth 
the actions of a chriſtian. 
And becauſe of the ſecede 
of God in you (though 
in compariſon of ſtronger 
Chriſtians you may 
H counted 


Py 
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counted carnall) yet com-+ 
pared with meere carnall 
men, you are ſpirituall, you 
are tot wholly carried by 
the deſires of the Alcſh as 
they ,” but contrary Wſts 
ſtrive m you ro (deſtroy 
one another, Galath, 5. 
3 5. 17. The perfe- 
Reſt Chnſtian in this life 
compared with the ſpiritu- 
alncſſe of Gods Law, may 
well: pronounce himſelte 
carnall. Neichernaturenor 
Rom-7.14, ation is fully conformab'ec 
toir, but thovgh there bee 
orach in him contrary to 
the Law, y&tthe roote of 
the matter isin him. lob 19, 
28. Ton ſhowl4 fay why dec 
wee perſecute him , ſetine 
the 


. 
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the roote of the matter 4s in 


Where finne raignes , 
temptations fall rhe heart, 
Adtes 5.3. Satan poſſeſſerh 
the ſinner in peace, Luk.11, 
21, who pampers his luſt, 
and makes the motion of ir 
his full contentment : hee 
will doe the deſires of.the 
deuil, who leadcs him with 
an inward cfheacie, with- 
out any truc reſiſtance of 
his: hcc liues and walkes in 
ſiane, Cole}, 3. 7. lycth in 
wickc dnefle, heeleades his 
life according, to -corrupt 
narurcytho h ke haue ma- 
terials of r righteouſnes, and 


beheld back by Gods pro- 


| . Uuidence fiom ſome grofſe 


H 2 act 
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_ as on $20.64 

pres 0 t94t 4 u ſboul- 

det not finne aqdinſt mee : 

therefore 1 ſuffered thee mit 

#0 ronch ber, Yerneitheris 

their heart ſound in Gods 

ſtatutes , nor indeede dc- 

fires tro bee: they haue 
noſtudy of pictic raigni 

in them. When God re- 

tes a man, he makes 

im willing to bee regene- 

rate, which is in time toge- 

"ther with regeneration, in 

order of nature the ſoule is | 

healed before the defire, 

bur the defire is firſt known 

rovs :; wee ce the effeRts 

which leade vs to the cau- 


fes, as the morning light 
beforet 


he morning Sunne,s 
yet 
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yer wee know the light is 
from the Sunne. drawing 
necre to be reucaled. Eucn 
wants of rightcouſneſſe 
note finne to raigne, where 
a man feares nor, repents 
not {inne in generall, with 
deſire of an vniuerſal clean- 


ſome meaſure laboured a- 
gainſt of conſcience to» 
wards God, and pardon 
ſought in Chriſt vnto reſt 
in that blood of attone- 
mear, it is an vncomforta- 
ble tate.. Purging a mans 

H z fclfe 


Is 
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y felfe, is a note of a veſſel] 
,Ting.2. of honour, oppoſed to the 


— , fo to the 

raigne of {inne, Raigne of 
it, "15 expreficd by obeying 
it inthe luſts of it , His fer- 
uantrs yeeare ro whom yee 
obey.Kom. 6.16, 17.Obedi- 
ence ſubics a man volun- 
ratily ; yee haue obeyed 
from the heart, you were 
the ſcruants of ſinne, 

The true belecucr, de- 
reſts ſo the Deuils motions, 
vpon the ſudden iniction 
ſometimes, that he is with- 
our raint of finne by them: 
yerit is an affliction, with 
victoric, as it was with our 
Samour tempted by the 

Matkh,4.1, Deuill, ro whom God ſeht 
Angels 


AC 


Some Helps ts Faith, 


Angels for his comfort , 
yet our corruption con(t- 
dered, it 15a rate thing, 
Sometimes he 1s drawen 
alide, and inticed vnto 
conſent , with a contrary 
will, ſomctimes deliberarc, 
fomerimes ſudden - but he 
cannot bee brought vnder 
the, raigne of ſinne , yet 
ynato *Fes of ſinne . For 
Chriſt keepes his poſſe. 
on, the ſeed of God abides 
in them , the Law is in 
their heart, . they' ferue it 
with their minde, thorngh 
finac with their fleſh. Rom, 
7. 25. The ſpirit is willing, 
the fleſh makes weike 


they. haue only gopd of 


their deſires. Prom, 11. 21. 
Hz God 


151 


O— 


———— 


I 52 


R—— 


Some Helps to Faith, 


God pardons, what 
or wor robe rags 
but hate, yet doe it: hee 
rewards the good, as the 
frvite of his owne Spirit, 
he foorth ro him in 
Ch . Their will is bet= 


ter then their deede, they 


pleaſe God, though not 
—_— HEY more 
grace to {crue him ac 

tablic, FE: 


Doe you not by a will 
freed, ſollicite the vnder» 
Randing to diſceme, and 
with iudgemene truely de- 
termining, to commannd 
righe things * Secke you 
not for more lighe of 
minde , and holineſſe of 


iudgement, for the guiding 
; Q 
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of m_ way? Doe you not 
defire rightnefſe ro your 
conſcience , {« of 
heart in Gods Statutes * 

Could you not caſt away 
righteous men, bur in that 
name receiue them, were 
it not for loue of righte- 
ouſneſle * Doe you 
to further Gods worke, 
Miniſters of righ 
becauſe they worke the 
worke of the Lord, and 
rurne the diſobedicnt ro 
the wiſedome of iuſt men? 
Leaue you not the reignes 
corruption , but are held 
with a bridle of righteouſ- 
neſſe to ſerue it * Doeth 
the feare of God, though 
ſometimes driven from irs 


H 5 ftation, 
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ſtation, yet dwell as con- 
trouller in your ſoulc, re- 
couer the ſtarion, repreſle 
the refrataric thoughts & 
afteQions, ſway your heart 
againſt the naturall moti- 
on, that you may keepe 
Gods Word, make you 
ceaſe from your owne 
workes, with deftre that 
God may worke his m 
you, that the leading of 
= (though you be inter- 

ced with the Alcſh) you 


to the holy Ghoſt, 
ke that hee may hauc 


'the principalitic in you, 


praying for the holy Ghoſt 
principally * (of which af- 
ter in the examination of 


- prayer.) Pondcr you with 


Care 
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care and dclight to finde 
willingly, and ſerledly to 
follow things of the ſpixit £ 
Artend - you your ſelfe, 
concerning ſpiritual being: 
Crciue you inwardly, for 
that which the fleſh docth 
outwardly or within : hot 
 loue to 


looſing, bur vſit 
God, Yefiſting Fnfallno- 


tions 2 -ic.15 not your Pic 


king, bur ſuffering of firjic, 
Charitie may bee in ſore 
finnes aſtoniſhed, but not 
aboliſhed ; as a ſouldicr, 
with, a great blow on bis 
head, may. lie as Tucleſſe, 
yet his will ro fight againſt 
the encmic remaines ; hee 
recouereth and ſeckes for 
his ſhield, and returneth to 
Ws, & fight 


I5s5 
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fight with increaſed reſolu- 
tion. The exerciſe of grace 
in thoughts, deuifings, pur- 
poſes, deſires, indeuours, 
—__—_— from the 
ſpiri rt, haue pro. 
miſc of life and peace, Rom. 
$.6. They bee of r - 
ration, which is oloris cati- 
on begun; in which men 
proceede by the Spirit of 
the Lord, from glory to 
glory. 
ObieFion, F1IT, 

Some wicked men are 
at ſome Nite with them- 
ſlues before they fine, 
as Herod, and confeſſe their 
folly and guiltineſſt after 
finne done, ſomerimes with 
tearcs, as Saw: how ſhall I 
|; know, 


| Some Helps 18 Faith, 
know, haue true freedome 


from the raigne of ſinne 


they doe the ſinne which 
they ſticke at, and returne 
to the finne which they 
confeſle, and weepe ar the 
notice of, I doing ſo in 
fome particulars, what dif- 
ference berweene me, and 
a foole returning to his 


folly ? 
Anſwere., 

Firſt, in the ſtrife before 
finne, the difference is in 
the extent of matrer : Se- 
condly, in the morions, or 
principle whereourt i pro- 
ceedes : Thirdly, in the 
ine. 

For matrer, the \nbe- 
keuers frifc is — 

ec 


4 
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oe EE 
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but in ſome more groſle 
euill, that makes one infa- 
mous amongſt men 4 as 
Heroas (trite, about brea- 
king his oath to the loſſe of 
his credit, with them that 
fare at table with him , or 
ro doa worke condemned 
by the light of his minde, 
in putting to death an in- 
nocent man, whoſe iuſtice 
triumphed in his cohſci- 
ence, Heiliucd in other ſins 
( as may appearc ) without 
ſtrife. The true belecuer,as 
he hath recciued comman- 


.dement not to. {lane hee 


ſtrives to obey it, and. fo 
lives in a contention againſt 
himſclfe,in minde, will, af 


fecions, about the booy 
; 0 
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of righreouſnefle deliuered 

in the law ; —_— to 

dead the very roote of all 

ſinne, that his corrupt na- 

ture may bee more barren, 

and leſſe rebellion in him 

againſt God , where man 

can take na _moriue of 1t. 

This is implicd in that Pal. 119: 

prayer, Take from methe ***© 

way of lying, and grant me 

graciouſly thy law, let no 

iniquitic have dominton'o- 

uer mee, let my heart bee 

found in thy ſtatutes , in 

that promiſe, I will runne 

the way of thy .comman- 

dements, when thou ſhalt 

inlarge my heart: when it 

ſhall bee larger to receiue 

grace ; and more frce oo 
wile 


Verl, 32, 


160 
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willi ro 4 thus are 
they Fad yp Ob. Gods 
epts , becauſe they 
giuen themſelues ro 


- God, and their members 


inſtruments of righteouſ. 
neſle, wy __ them- 
ſelues to fulfill Gods Sta- 
rutes ; and it is their com- 
fort, rhat their conſcience 
beares them witreſſe of 
this care and ſtrife, for the 
yniuerſall rightcouſneſle of 
the law, as it concernes 
them. I will walke at liber. 
tie (caſting out rormenting 
feares , enioying a quier 
reſt and comfort in conſci- 
ence) for I ſecke thy pre- 
cepts. Yerſe 45. I with my 
minde fcrue the Law of 

God: 


«a «1 + #4 wwe we z c 1 
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| Some Helps ts Faith. 61 


God, Rom. 7.25. The wic- 
ked are ſaidro forſake the 
law, to depart from Gods 
Statutes, and therefore ſal- 
uation to bee farre from 
them becauſe they ſeeke 
them not, and ro bee taken 
away as droſlc. Pſalme 119. 
ISS+ 119. 

For motiues. As the ſtrife 
is betweene a flcſhly mind, 
and ſenſualitie, that infor- 
ming the conſcience, that 
the thing to be done is per- 
nicious, and againſt ciuill 
behauiour,this wiltully eg- 
ging him on to ſatishe vn- 
regenerate humour: So the 
arguments to hold backe 
the will from conſenting 


tothe aR, are taken from 
feare, 


162 
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feare, either of danger in 
the world or damnation 
in h-1!, or ſhame, andre- 
proch, or ſome fleſhly re- 


ſpe , which ſometimes 


: 


{though they hinder the a&& 


yer not the defire, that in 


oue to finne, they deuiſe 
yaine reaſons and pretexts, 
and draw iniquitie with 
cords of vanity, inducing 
the (clues to falſe conceits: 
which concluding that 
they fancic, are ro them 
ſtrong to draw on finne as 
cartropes to draw weights, 
They do not abhorre euilL 
Pſal,36. 4+ And though a 
man have a right iudge- 
ment for matter of good 
and emill, and his choiſe be 

according 
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according to his iudge- 
ment, his praQtiſe accor- 
ding to his choiſczif he hate 
not the cuill which he tor- 
beares, or loue notthe 
good which he doth, hee 
1s guilty within, how (0- 
cuer his our-{1de be. Thus 
Chriſtian rig:couſneſle is 
noted, Heb. 1.8.9. The (cep- 
& of thy k ingdomeis a ſeep- 
ter of rizhteouſneſſe , rh0# 
haſt loned righteouſneſſe and by 

bated iniquitte 
Thar woich moues ſtrife 
againſt fin in the belecuer 
is the will of the ſpirit a- 
eainſt the will ofthe flcth, 
with loue to God, 10 
Chriſt,to Gods law ,by the 
inherent holineſle agreeing 
with 


164 
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Plal. x19, 
263, 
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with Gods Law, fo the 
_—_— is not 
gretuous , bur obedienceto 
it is cheartull and delight. 
fome, thereby ir ſerrs ir 
ſelfe againſt the corruption 
of it ſelf: thus David, 7 bene 
refrained my feet from enery 
enill way that 1 may keepe 
thy word, the ſtrife was 
from the loue of the word 
of God, and {ſv from the 
loue of God to obey and 
pleaſe him. 

Thirdly, The vnbelee- 
ver though he eſcape for 
ſomerime the filthineſſe of 
the world, he is intangled 
againe and overcome, and 
come vnder a 
bondage then before, ob- 

ſtinated 
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Mit 


finared in euill, 12, Fed. 2+ 


20. 

The true belceuecr ſtrives 
in the th of God, 
_ him of 

er ing him 
to Ctrifts Pe tathe 
flcſh,armes him, 1. "Pet. 1, 
5. & 4- 1, that _ in 
ome particular he receiue 
the foile, yet his will is not 
wonne from rightcouſnes, 
he fights againe for his 
owne freedome, and is in- 
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uincible,thanking theLord lob 17.5: 


for his helpe, he holds on 
his way, & grows ſtronger 
& ſtronger, as did the king- 

dome of Danid againſt the 
houſe of Sal, which be- 
came weaker and weaker. 


They 


A— 
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of temptations may finne 
ſometime againſt  thcir 


light and conſcience, as ' 


Dawid by violence of luſt, 
captiued of the flcth as got- 
ten into the power of it in 
that particular, the con(ci- 
ence brought a{lcep, the 
ſoule doting for a time vp- 
on the demſe of rhe Acth. 
and a while licrh in a kinde 
of liking of the (infull mo- 
tloaconcerning the carnall 
part. 4n the; foule: now 
grace 15 criven as It were 
from her (tation, and Iycth 
in weak and d:[lcucred de- 
ſires, yer withqut purpoſe 
to continue in and heape 
vpfin, But God will ſend 

new 


| 
"They by the alluremene | 
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new ſuccour from heaucn 
totoyneto that weak grace 
remaining:then conſcience 
awakes, the will is excited, 
downe gotth the power 
of the fleſh, the heart is af- 
fetioned ro Chriſt. This 
may appeare in thetemp- 
tation of the Church,as ſhe 
confeſſeth all the marrer, 
Camt. 5. 2. 1 ſlety but my 
beart waketh, oc. 

Yea it may fall our, that 
after vitories, they may 
in ſome panicular be 
brought backe torepenred 
linnes , which increaſerh 
the faulr,in that being hea- 
ted they- ſinne again, it en- 
dangers to greater paine 
vurtheir cure. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly , Ir weakens 
that it giucs not that 


meanes vicd , as it is with 
nature made weaker by tc» 
lapſes into bodily diſcaſe. 
As frequent aQs of vertue 
ſtrengthen the habite: ſo by 
more aQs contraryto it, 1t 
is weakened, Yer thus may 
it fall our in this ſtrife of 
flcſh and ſpirit: the diuell 
though reſiſted fAlces from 
vs, - will returne againe 
with new aſlaulrs, and not 
alwaics tempt ro other ſins 
but many times to the ſelfe 
fame that we haue repent- 
ed, if God ſce it good to 
leaue vs and not confirme 
our wills in the ſtrife. A 


good 


as to the | 
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good man may be broughe 
vnder again m the (ame ſin 
— en- 
tance aw 
his worke © ines Bands 
t0 iuſtific ir,and defiled his 
praier with-it. low, 4. 2+ He 
aied vnto the Lord and 
dI Pray the O Lord was 
not this my ſaying when I 
was yet in my country 
and therefore I preuented 
itto flee to Twſbpſo?. 
As in anges. grace 21ues 
an inclination - the 
inordination of it, yt vp- 
on ut s pre- 
ualljewasments | with- 
out queſtion in. Is! 
c 


other finnes root; 
how Naka chaedfinel 
I ſtirred 


I69 
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—— fiirnrcd it to rclolue vpon 
reuengvnto blood, ſo may 
r-5am25+ it be in ſome other finne 
3+ with which a man is ſpeci- 
ally left co wreſtle, 
Yet where reſolution is 


tokeepe the law of Ged, 
continued ftrife to per- 
forme rhe reſolution, hope 
of ſifficient grace to abide 
with him , not to be 
brought any more vnder 
dominion of finne , mour- 
ing with miny a low 
figh for ſuch a finfull diſ- 
poſition, ſeeking newneſſe 
of hearr, walking conſtant- 
ly with God in other du. 
nes, hatred, after falls re- 
newed , yea increaſed, ar. 
gueth clearely that grace is 
. preſent 
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preſent, ſine reignes not, 
the will is on Gods ſide 
" Ecanbly, God wil 

will not 
be leſſe mercifull then he 
commanded vs to be, hee 
requires vs to foxgiue men 
that repent ſeucy times in 
aday, {cucnty rimes ſeen 

umcy 18422« | 
The after griefe of by- 
pocrires is not for Gods 
gedes bit for chejr owne 
iſtrelſe, either feared in 

he ring a5; Achehs, 


aw We 
fo or the loſt RM ng bes 


the beſt in the eriumph of 

vertue oucr vice. ip their * 

coſcience , as Daxjdz inno- 

ccencie compared by Sau? 
I 2 with 
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with his wrongs to hin 
did draw teares | Wiro him, 
—_— it his hearre that 
Was with Dzola: ut 
rtrning 30 God,ir 
kes rior rice bnn- 
to ftlg4tis. The true belie- 
tet forroweth of touts 
who ir preigeshitn 

ro haue'o is reares 
are dropped 'downe © to 
Goa Me 20, the for- 
rowfull” 'witer- that hee 
ves he powers it forth 
ethic Lord, 1. $4w.7. 
towards God 


Tt 


= ur by Fa 


noi tenewing his 


$0. 4+ 5» 
""'You ny We then you 
haue 
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haue a conſtant will to hee 
healed in naturegto belecue 
repeat , and doe ſpiritual 
workes in ſuch a manner as 
God may be pleaſed, that 
in doing thangs you 
arecarried with inward in- 
clination 2s agzecable ro 
yQur nature, the new crea» V 


ture delighting init 
forthe gong Ay 
neflc of {Re (Huy ſo ”_ 
mandin q t ou iy not 
a in naturall Gaful 
neſle as one lycrh drowned 
ir the water , but haue fin 
in you, out of the full 
power whereof you arc 
gotten, as one gotten Qut 
of the water | hath yet 
water in him, and labour 
LI ro 


x50 


Rom.$ 14- 


Some Helps ts Faith, 


todraine our your 

tion through the holi 

in your will fer againſt it, 
defiring to follow that will 
which refiſts the will of 
the flcſh. That your will is 
better then your deed;feare 


'not: you are fo led by the 


Irir, as that you gtue not 
ok ſelfe wg ſeruanr to 
ftinne ro obey and fulfill ir 
in the luſts of ir. As many 
as are led by the ſpirit of 
God they are the children 
of God. His leading frees 
not here from all ſinne, bot 
enlightening the mind and 
applying to c6\ider things 


to be done or to be auot- ' 


ded, and by working vpon 
habits of grace infuſed , it 
CXCIteS 


— 


Sexe Helps to Faith, I 
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excites the renewed will 
and confirmes it, and as he 
ſees God cither preſerues ir 
from, or giuecs ſtrength in 
temptation, though not al- 
waies to cuery duty,nor to 
auoid cuery finne, yet to 
hold a courſe in goodneſle 
to the end, and to preſcrue 
from dominion of fin, that 
in general you make no de- 
clinati6 from God though 
in many things you ſin, He pg ,o. 1s, 
that ſaid his finnes were 
more then the haires of his 
head, ſaid alſoI hauc not pal.rs, 
declined from thy ſtatutes, 257. 
Obieftion, IX. 

True grace will grow 
and fic brought forward; I 
finde it not ſoin me, and 

I 4 there- 


176 
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therefore feare I haue 


Anſwere, 
Grace i is ſmall in the be- 
and is ſcarce 
but. by will de- 
= to hanejr, and thar 
ſome goodnefle God takes 
notice of. Grace in the be. 
ginnings of it is reſembled 
ro the light before we ſee 
the Sunne , that light wee 
know is from the Sunne:to 
corne in the ſeed which 
firſt dieth, then is quicken- 
ed, and after appeares in 
a blade, the Nas em 
knowes not how. Ar. 4. 
27. Growth is, where it is, 
not ſenſible till after ſome- 
time. 


You 


» 


» 
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You muſt wu ider 
ro diueri]y, 1 

of ir 77s which 
though all be infuſed 
leed,. yer are brought 
ro appeare by diligence. 
2 Pi, «5. Ade to your 
faith vertuce, ne gas Me" 


tues arc hardlier produced 


thenorher, yer by cxercuſc 
become calic, we arc com- 


mandcd 50 leame to doe 


well, Eſ6.1- 17+ 


Secondly, Ip Ceprecs of 
the ame parts. -1 T be/.. 4. 


19» {6 we arexcquired. to 
cloth our ſelyes , adore 


and arme as wih putting 
ON VEFTLeS MITE and more. 
Row. 13. 42. Coloſ]. 3.12. 
L P4134 5+ 5, ; 

1:2; IT.s Thudly, 


- _ 


— — — 
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Thifdly,In more ats of 
the ſame verrue, Rev, 2. 19. 
or of the ſame renewed fa- 
culry,the mind more fruit. 
full in good thoughts, the 
will in good cleQions, 

Fourtrhly , In fpirituall. 


of the fame aQts and 


ies which haue leſſe 
mixture of finne in them. 
Examine — as 2 
plant of the Lord you are 
not mare faſtened m your 


fpread in your | 


benches = 


your lone which ich 


worketh by , it growethin 
* * incenſion 


_ 
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— 


intenſfion, becoming more 
feruent & flames now that 
was before but a ſparkle : 
2 Thef. 1. 3. 

Secondly, In extenſion 
when it is nor partiall, bur 
takes in more perſons,cuen 
bad men to make th& good 
enemics to reconcile k 
procuring their * good , 
weake brethren to ſup- 
port them, bearing with 
them , pleaſing in that 
which is good to edificati- 
on, giving them time and 


helpe to profice , c 
neighbours, 10 Kal the 
royall Law, 


180” - Some Helps to Faith, 
loued abiding in aduerſiry, 
infalls, _— treſpaſſes, 
ouerc6ming offences, pal- 
by them, deuouring 

es, 

Fourthly, In guiding the 
ads of loue Urry bow 
« Phil. 1.6, We 
are to loue with our heart 
and with our minde: thus 
the Apoſtles loued a while 
imirely yet not 
lek.1g 28, Wiſely, 24th. 16. 22. 25, 
EY » In naturalnefſe 
pureneſſe, carrying to 
the good of the loved 
-more, with lefle felf.louc 
and reſpect of our owne 
| ; more benevolence, 

concupilcence in it- 
Saaly, In labouws and 
workes 


— oc 


— — — 
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— 
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works of loueynto ſtore of 
good fruits, old and new 
Gam. 7, 13s 1 C87. 15. 58. 
ot. , 

a. Thegr O yoex 
hath —_ 1. In Gods 
deſcrrion, 2, By inordinate 
affeQtion vazo , and COn- Caneg,s, 
rentment in Jawtullchings; 
Evel. 2,2. 3.By uffering 
ſome fowle luſtroo _ as 
Sawſon loſt his (tr , 4s 
David foind a of 
frame. 4. By our own dul- 
nes & {lownes of hart, Heb. 
$<11- 12. Lak, 24, 25, We 
arc called ypon to beedilt- 1 Tim 6.n 
gent in- 'folowing after 
faith, hope,laue,and other 

races, and nottobe floth- 
« Heb. 6. 43+ | 
Fiftly 
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Fifrly,by wilfull want of 
meet helpes, forſaking holy 
Heb.ze.25- afſemblies and ordinances, 
by preiudice and con- 
ceit. DilaffeQing power- 
*full meanes for externall 
flouriſh, ſothe Corinthians 
were hindred, till rebuked 
they were ſenſible of their 
evill, and became feruent- 
ly minded. 
Sixtly,vnlawfull fellow- 
ſhip with euill perſons. Pro, 
13-20. Dauid the ncerer he 
comes to God, with reſo. 
ation to keepe his Law, 
the further hee remooues 
from the wicked, who 
were no helpes, but hin- 
drances to his performing 
of his purpoſe, Fſal. 119. 
” I1S- 


— ——- 3 $1 
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115. dangerous for coo« 
ling zeale , ſnarmg with 
temprations, and learnin 
their way. Not thar all 
lowſhip with fuch —_ is 
vnlawfoll to all godly men, 
= Apoſtle wen a chri- 
tian ( table ) fellowſhi 
with 2 profeſſed Ioldelf 
and open Idolater, in the 
eaſe of advantage of Reli- 
on : if hee be bidden, ad- 
wiſe abour the conuenienee 
of his going, for probable 
either in winning, 
or making leſſe averſe, ro 
heare the ceructh more e- 
qually with leſſe preiudiee. 
Or it may bee to further a 
mans owne peace or con- 
firme it, Gewefss 26, 29, , 


x59 
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Or when a godly man is | 
joyned in office with them, = 
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not comunicating in thei 
ſinnes, ſhewing them good 
example, knowing how to 
anſwere cuery man. 
Thirdly, ſenſe of want 
of grace , complain. and 
mourning from that fenſe, 
defire {erled and carneft 
with ſuch mourning , to 
hauc che want (upplicd, vic 
of Gods meanes, with at- 


pencing vpon him therc- 
in forthis ſupplic, is ſurely 


of grace. For apy ax 
made to the poore.in ſpirit 

that mourne, that irſt, 
that deſice the holy Ghoſt. 


Mat.s 3,4 Reuel. 21.6. Lake 


1-13. Such come from a 


ſpiricuall + ' 


_ by 
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| firicual fight , diſcerning 
 theworth of grace, a ſpirl- 1.Per.2.3, 
tuall raſt , that che Lord is 
gracious, "holineſſe of will 
—_ man to holy 
things. Exercife your know 
ledge, faith, hope, loue,ſpi- 
rit alredy receiued, to your 
Lords aduantage, and you 
ſball have more, Mar. 4.24- 

Pray,& conſider in Pawds 
_ for the Churches, 

w farre your dcfire ma 
extend, to be filled with 
the fulneſſe of God, as —_ 
are capable, ill there bee 
no want of that in you, 
which ſhould bee full in 
yoha, till he hath fulfilled in 
you, all the good pleaſure 


of bis goodaeſle. Hee 1s 
able 


——_— 
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able to doe exceeding a 
bundantly aboue all that 
wee aske or thinke. Epheſ, 
3. 19» 20, The defires of 


Prozoag, the righteous ſhall bee 


granted. 
Obieftion. X. 

I haue prayed as I am 
able, and ſought the Lord 
in his ordinances, I finde 
not Gods anſwere to my 
comfort, which makes me 
call my right in God, in- 
ro queſtion, and feare my 

Co 

Anſwere, 

Firſt, God is knowen by 
hearing prayers. P/alm, 65. 
12. Thus Manaſch Whew 
him. 2 Chros. 3.13. 1ſacl 


halting betwcene two opi- 


nzons, * 


qy—  ——__— 
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nions, was confirmed by 
the anſwer of Elias prayer, 
thar the Lord, hee is God. 
1 Kings 18. 37, 38. Danid 
gathers Gods approbation 
of him,and his loue to him 
by receiuing, and anſwe- 
ring his prayer, Pſal.66.17, 
18,19. P/al. 116.1. 2. and 
ſo calles his foule to reſt. 
werſe 7. 

Some vpon their hauing 
an{were, that their prayer 
was heard, and the c 
ſhould follow, have wor- 

ſhipped in thankefulneſſe , 
| defore they faw ir come {o 
to paſſe, as was promiſed. 
2 Chre.20.18,19- 

The example of one 
heard in his prayer, addes 
to 


\n88 SowetHelpore Faith. 
hg a= — 


ro the hope of godly men, 
that they (hal wan ſecke 
him in vaine. Pſaimt 32.6. 
$4- 5, 6. He bath not com- 
manded vs in vaine to ſecke 
him, £/a) 45-19, | 
y, as the (piric 
makes requeſts which wee 
cannot expreſle, but Gad 
knoweth the mearung ther- 
of, Rem. 18. 26. $0 may 
it give aulwcre, whereto, 
through avguiſh of ſpirit 
wee little attend: as Exod 
G. 9» 

Thirdly , though God 
anſwere the prayers of his 


feruants, when it is onely in 
their purpoſe, beſhenches 
pray, perceiuing that they 
will -oq Pſalm. 32.5. Eſay 

G5 + 
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65. 24. Sometimes 'w white 
they are ſpeaking, 'Das, g. 
11. Nos vpon the ie ending 
wy their yer. 47: 4. 11 
des ſome longer; 
ndirar> fnany yeeres in 
ſuſpence , yet anfweres 
when his glory ſhmes mo 
in the . Luke 1. 11. He 
ki hon e notice of men 
” aid mult to 
ly and giue him com- 
fort, for behold hee pray- 
eth. 47.5. 11. 

Firſt, hee deferres vs Numb.12. 
ſormerime for our hum- !%'+ 
bling , wee ate not low 

yer, for his cxal. 
ting of vs. 's. Chron. 33. 
124 1-13: rayed, hum- 
hifefs 02 e greatly, arid 


prayed, 


—_— 
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prayed, and God was in- 
erceated. 

Secondly, or ro prooue 
vs. Deas. 8.2. Wicked men 
will not attend long , but 
Quarrell with God for not 
anſwering ; and leaue off 
praying. Mals. 3. 14 4 
$8-3.Godly men fegleſici 
of fleſh. Lam. 3.8. 24. Ya 
the ſpirit that wrought, 
docth maintaine the defire, 
and ypholdcs the fofile in 
the ſtrife, and thus makes 
the victory of faith recom- 
penſe the deferring of our 
deſire, as n the woman of 
Syrophenij//s, who Rriyin 
with three great giv! ns 
Itce, which the fleſh might 
interpret a negatiue  an- 

lwere 


Some Helps ro Faith, 
were; Particularitic, / aw 
not ſent but to, &c. third- 
ly, Vaworthineſle, called a 
acer , vnmeete for the 
childrens bread : held her 
faith, ynto her raiſe, 
obtained herdefire, G her 
great comfort, Marth, 15, 
28, 

14c0b was deferred, yer 
would not ceaſe wreſtling, 
till hee had the bleſſing, 
there God ſpake with vs, 
He obtamed , (o ſhall wee, 
viing like faith and con- 
ſtancie tn our ſtring with 
God in prayer. Hof. 12.4. 
God that requires vrwea- 
riedneſſe,and will heare his 
crying day and night, Luke 
18. 1,7, doeth in ſtead of 
preſent 


—— 
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CC. 2. COr412-8: 9. 
Thirdly, he firs vs vnto 
due eſtimation of his gi 
and -care to hold that | 
which wee came fo hard at 
ly by. ſel 
Fourthly, he hath pur to 
euery worke a convenient for 
time, which weeareno fit £8: 
iudges of. 741 2. 4, Mine OV 
houre isnor yer come. Dif P*© 
ferene ures of grace, 8" 
are giben at diverſe times, 1© 
Joby 13. 36. Now thou 
canſt;nor, thou ſhale here- 
afrer follow me. o& 
Fiftly, ſometimes it may P* 
be, it 1s becauſe wee agke UL 

| ., amiſſce either in our end. 


Tam. 


| Some Helps to Farth, 293 
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| Iames 4.3. Or that wee 
' are amiſle, in not ioyning 
indeauours: we are to pray 
inthe ſpirit, but with all to 
build vp our (clues. 1nd.20. 
Wee muſt pray in temp- 
tation , bur we arme our 
ſelues alſo, Epheſ. 6. 11. 

Fourthly, it may com- 
fort vs, mY wee hauec the 
race of praycr, though 

he deſired A+ lr - 
pearenot, itis a figne of a 
oracious eſtate, Zach. 12. 
10, The ſpirit of prayer, 
is the ſpirit of adoption, 
and makes requeſts for the 
Saints, Rom. 8.15.27. Such 
prayer as a good worke, 
turthers our account in the 
K day 


> 
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day of Chriſt7gAMath, 6. 6, 


Gal.6. 18. 
« Tung, guag 


If wee know hee heares vs, 
wee know wee haue the 
itions, that wee aske of 
im. 1./6bs 5.15. God will 
accept of no other lan- 
e in praycr, bur that 
which the ſpirit ioyns with 
making our voyce to bee 


heard aboue , in ”_ 
ul ; the 


that is alway need 
Lord bee with thy ſpirit. 
In all worthippe of God 
priuate or publike , God 
feekes ſuch as worſhip him 
in {pirit and trueth, John 4. 
23. in their {pirir anRified 
and governed by his, 
Obreition, X I, 
My prayers in reſpeR of 


| 


diſtratti- 


Some Helps t6 Fanh. 95 

diſtrations, and inabiliry 
ro vary matter, arc ſuch as 

[ feare my praicr iSnot,as x, x6. 17, 

lobſaith of his,pure. 
Anſwere. 

Firſt ho holy ſpirit af- 
fiſts no man in ths life in 
any good worke ſo as to 
free ir wholly from mix- 
rure of finne, when we 

would do good cuill is pre- gomy, ur. 
ſent with vs. In praier, ſc- 
ing our luſts are but in part 
mortified they draw our 
thoughts to arrend vp- 
on them , and diſtra 
our attention andaffeRion 
from the things we pray 
for, that our hearts are not 
held in meete eleuation to 
K 2 God, 
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God, and the deuill taking 
aduantige of our carnalitic 
will hinder vs what he can 
ina worke ſo much againſt 
his kingdome, weare apt 
to be tryed to things by our 
ſenſes, from which divine 
things being ſo farre 
remooued ,. we cannot 
without mach watching 
-- and trauaile of ſoule ſtay 
our ſpirits ypon them long. 
Secondly, A podly man 
hauing much ofthe fleſh in 
him ts ſometimes onely 
ſenſible of the operations 
of it when yet the ſpirituall 
part is willing to doethe 
worke according to God, 
Gods breathing in vs is at 
| his 


loh,z 3. 
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his liberty, and no more to 
be let then the wind,ſame. 
time wee feel motion but 
we know not. whence it 
comes, becauſe we ſuſpe& 
the fleſh. There be helpcs 
to know when it is of 
God. 

Firſt, When with. vp- 
rightneſſe we propound to 
our ſclues the ſeruice of 
God in praicr, and with 
ſtrife of heart labour to 
worſhip him with our 
faith,truſt, hope, reverence, 
humilitic of hearr, bewail- 
ing our want herein. 

Secondly, when at other 
timcs we are conſcionable 
of eur doing Gods will, as 

K 3 we 
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we arc in praier dcfirous 
thar he ſhou'd doe ours, 
Pſal. 66. 18. 19. oh, g. 11, 
x, 10b. 3. 12. That praier 
which is our of a good 
conſcience with ſtrife ro go 
forward induty, though 
farreof ir, is of Gods fpirir 
who makes requeſts for 
them whom he hath fan. 
ified. Row. 8. 27. 
Thirdly, When wee are 
brought into Gods pre- 
ſence with loue and deſire, 
our prayer not merely for. 
ced by necceſhrie, bur an cf. 
fe of our filiall affrfion 
to God, who inſpires in the 
weakeſt motion of faith, 
teacheth to go, and holds 


by 


—. 
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by the armes ſuch as ſub. 
mit to the cOmandement, 
with ſome pleaſure in ic, 
Fourthly, When we can 
deny our owne wills, care- 
full ro vnderſtand Gods, 
content in our heart thar it 
be done whatſocuer be ro 
vs denied of that we defire, 
defiring that the creature 
may be for the creator, 
that his name may bee glo- 
rified in all that wee are 
taught to pray for, things, 
or perſons, though we 
not profited thereby, ac- 
knowledging the authori- 
tie, the power, and the glo- 
ry to be his. 
Fiftly , When we ſceke 
K 4 ſpl- 
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ſpirituall rhings ſpecially, 
Row. 8.7. they that minde 
the things of the ſpirit are 
after the ſpirit, Iris of ſpi. 
ritual life that wee ſecke 
and afteR rot things on 
earth but things in heauen 
Col. 3.1.2. 

Sixtly, When not for our 
ſclues and ours onely, bur 
for all that we areto pray 
for, friends and enemies in 
a due order, ſpecially for 
Saints, and perſons chiefe 
in place and power for 
Godselory. 

Seventhly , When ſuch 
defi: es are (cried, fo as wee 
neither forlake them nor 
change them for others, 

knows 


— 
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knowing that they be after 
the will of God. ?/al. a7. 
4+ Onething haue I deſired 
of the Lord which I will 
require, that I may dwell 
in the houſe of the Lord 
all the dayes of my life, 
that I may behold the beau- 
ty of the Lord. Naturall 
motion 1s not ſo - it is not 
hard ro make the oppoſi- 
tion, betweene 1t and ſpi- 
rituall motion, by that 
which hath beene faid of 
the ſignes of it. 

For varying : 1, Our 
Sauiour gives example, 
when the matter 1s one, -10 
make no _ of varying 

K 


words. God delights nor 
$ 12 


es. A ms... 
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in varictic of words, that 
which he lookes to, is ſpe- 
cially, the deſires and 

es of heart, whether 
we can expreſſe them or 
no, being after his will : as 
in finging, the melody that 
leaſe 


eth the Lord is that in 


the heart. 

Forme of wholeſome 
words is profitable, ga- 
thered according to inſpi- 
red word,in the holyScrip- 
tures, wherin matter of our 
requeſts is contained cither 
expreſſed or by juſt colle. 
Qion, tmuention, memory, 
affetion,may be helped 6 

If formes were vnlawful 
ny way as — the 


irit, 


_ nm — 
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ſpirit, then the preſcribed 
tormes, by God appointed 
to be viced, and choſen, 
yea commanded fome- 
times, inthe words to bee 
done in extraordinary OC- 
caſion of prailc, as : 2, Cor. 
AO. 6. 

As he that praicth by 
another mans mouth prai- 
eth well, though he be 
kepr therein to the forme 
deuiſed according to the 
will of God for matterto 
be asked:ſo may the forme 
written, informe him for 
matter ſometimes more 
then his owne heart, and 
worke inſtantly with rhe 
apprehenſion, truc __ 

© 
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of it, and deſire, by the ſpi- 
rit, whoſe work is peciatly 
inward. 

Occaſions being diuerſe, 
God reucaling other mat- 
xr, will ſurcly inable you 
ro make knowen your re- 
queſts, ar leaſt rolooke to 
him, as a ſicke child to his 
father , whoſe defires it 
may be the father knowes 
not, nor can ſatisfhe, Our 
heauenly Father is full in 
both , this abiliry may be 
in a man, like the mone 
he hath about him, which 
he knowes nor of, till neceſ(- 
firy makes him ſearch,and 
sglad ro find. 


It is good to meditate 
of 


— — 
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we pray., and to lifrour 
heart to God, to teach vs 
ro aske what wee ought, 
who know not of our 
ſelues: and rogiue what he 
knowes we ought to hauc 
asked, 


ObieiTion. XI7T, 

I ande my ſclfe fo af- 
fected to the World, in 
care for preſent things : 
ſecondly, mn contentment, 
in hauimng them : thirdly,in 
feare of man : fourthly, 
in- want - of defire robece 
with Chriſt, thar I feare, 
that I haue no ſpirituall 
lite, 

Anſwere, 
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Anſwere. 


Firſt, calling is indeede 
a ſeleion of men from the 
World, vito Chriſt and 
his Kingdome. Jobs 15.19, 
The note is not to be ofthe 
World, though in it, dead 
toit, living by another (pi- 
rit, then rhe ſpirit of the 
the World. Both open- 
ning the minde to fee bet- 
ter hope of calling, and 
eviding the freed will, ro 
chooſe and tend to it, Heby, 
6. 11. with bent courſe fol- 
lowing things above, this 
World left m preparation 
of beartat leaſt, 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, yer being in 
this World care 1s requi« 
red, eucn where it may 
cauſe ſome diſtraRtion , 
from more full attendance 
on the things of God, As 
ina Chriſtian husband and 
wife, with intentiueneſſe 
of minde, to approue their 
faithfulneſfe in the coue- 
nant murtuall berweene 
them. 1.C#7,7.33+35. 

They are to provide for 
their owne. 1. Tims. 8. 2. 7 
Cor. 12. 14+ with forecaſt. — 
Pro. 21. 5, Hiding things * 
vnder their hand, Pros, 27- Plal.t12.5. 
23. Diſcretion in ordering **%' +33 
affaires, giving neceſlarics, 
places,before delights and 

Ona- 
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ornaments. Prou.24.27. To 
the good before God, hee 
iueth wiſedome , vnder. 
ding, and 10y. Eccles 
2- 26s 
Cantions, Firſt, the heart 
muſt bee watchr ouer, that 
it bee not weighed downe 
with the cares of the 
World, not the Word bee 
choaked. Math. 13. 22. 
Luke 21-34. Heb.12.1, 
Secondly, carthly im- 
ploiment muſt bee ſeaſon- 
able, not ſhutring out ſpi- 
rituall opportunitie. Luke 
14+ 18, 21. 

Thirdly , it muſt not bee 
ſeruice of worldly luſt, bur 
of God requiring in our 

place 
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place and perſonall calling, 
diligence : - 1. To cate our » Thef, z. 
owne bread: 2. To haue * wheat 
to miniſter ro them that ***4* 
want : 3, To honour God Prou.z.g. 
with that we have , to **17» 
make our grace ſhine forth 
in good workes, Prov. 12. 
24. Exch 7.13. 

Secondly, It isnot vn- 
lawfull to take content- 
ment in good things gi- 
uen of God to vs and our 
familic : we may traſt him 
fweete in his bleſſings and 
retoyce, Deut. 26,11, He 
giues aDoundantly all 
things, nor tolay vp, but 
to intoy : 1 Tim. 6. 17. he 


gives food ynto gladneſſe 
Act, 
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LAY, 14. 17. WE may 
lawfully both ſee and bee 
affeted with pleaſure of 
the proper goodnefle of 
his creature, 

Firſt, Cautions. So we 
ſce God in his bleſſings and 
creatures & beled to him, 
mooued by his goodneſle 
to ſerue him cheerfully and 
with a toyfull heart, Dewt, 
28. 47- p 

Secondly, That w 
dwell not in delight of the 
creature, our heartnortreſt- 


1 Cer.7.30 ing init, /ob. 31. 25. buy- 


ing as not poſlcſling, reioy- 
C as not reioycing , 
making the Lord our por- 
tion, Pſal. 119.57. refol- 

ved 


Ir 
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ued to keepe his law, 
d or abaſed, full or 
hungric, Phul. 4. 12. 

Thirdly, That ſenſible 
of the recling of eanhly 
heights, vncertaintie of 
theſe changable c6ditions, 
we haue our minde com- 
poſed through habituall 
reſolution, to depend on 
God to equabilitie of af- 
fetion in all conditions , 
content with Chriſt our 
true, certaine , and great 
= , counting all, loſſe, 

ang, ſeperate from him. 
Phil. 3. $. 

Fourthly, That wee be 
of like affection with 0+ 
thers, reiovcing with 

them 
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themthat reioyce, and re- 


Rem,1s, Membering lefephs affli- 


Aion, to the moderating of 


exerciſe of loue and met- 


Firſt, Nature feares 
things hurtful! ro it, ſeckes 
the perſcruation of it {eife, 
it is a part of true wilſc- 
dome to foreſce euills and 
to prouude againſt them : 
beware of men, Math, 10. 
IG. 17, 

Secondly, There is a 
feare due trom inferiors, in 
ſubic:6ro ſuperiors. Row, 
13. 7. with ſcnſc of Gods 
image in their ſuperiority, 
and conſcience of their 

oOwne 
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owne infirmitie, to ſeaſon 
obedience, which requires 
feare, and to preſerue them 
from vndecent behaui- 
Our. 

Thirdly, There is a cor- 
_ and inordinate feare, 
whereby we (inne in not 
ſanityng the Lord in our 
hearts by depending vpon 
him, and making him our eq, x4. 
dread and fearce, for no 
feare of any creature tofin 
againſt him : which 1s c1- 
ther full and occupieth the 
heart who'ly: which kinde 
of fearcfull ones haue a 
fearctiill place appointed, if 
they doc not repent, Rew. 
21.8, 


Or 
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Or it is of inficmity, 
with loue to God and his 
commandement, ſtrife a- 
gainſt it to glorifie Godin 
reſting on him, which in 
the weakneſle of faich may 
preuaile, yer not reigne. 
Thus many godly men 
haue beene guilty and out 
of this p on done rc- 
prochtull things. 

Confirme your heart a- 
gainſt this feare, 1.by Gods 
commandement , in no- 
thing feare your aducrſa- 
ries. Phil. 1. 28. and call vp- 
on the fearfull to be ſtrong 
Efay. 35+ 4 

Secondly, By promiſes 
conſidercd and applyed by 

fauh 
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taich in Chriſt, Ea. 5 x. 12. 

13. Heb. 13.7, 166. 10.28. 
of Gods preſence, P/al. gr. 
15, of his proteQtion a+ 
gainſt hurt, or deliuerance, 
or ſtrength to beare the 
temprarion : 1,Cor,10.13. 
of certain profit by afflicti- 4 .. 6 
on,excellency of glory fol. 
lowing ſufferings for God, 

for Chriſt, bork for matter 

and intention. And with 

the promiſes conſider —_ 
themrhat by faith and pati- tieb.6.4% 
ence now inherit them, and 
ſpecially look vpon lefus, 

the author and fhniſher of Heb, 12. 2. 
our faith ; conſider him in 

his ſufferings being ſuch a 

perſon not onely innocent, 
bur 


Ela,43-2,3e 


ems 
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but the Sonne of God,and 
the glory that he liues in, 
and will bring them into 
that are _ lin _ 
Thirdly, By weight 
the mcca God, z 
three degrees: x. In vnrea- 
ſonable creatures , ſpar- 
| rowes of meane price, but 
Matre.29: haue the courſe of their life 
defined by it, ſwine were 
Mark.$.12. not free to the deuills will 
bur by divine permiſſion, 2, 
Inreaſonable men vnbelic- 
uing, bauc him their Saui- 
our, he is the Sauioor of all 
men. 3 .His prouidence 
ſpeciall towards belcevers, 


1 Timn,4.40 


hauing their haiers innum- | 


ber,& cuſtody. Mar. 10.30 


Daniel 
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to others , many gloxifie 
God in ſceing ſuch grace 
ſhine forth in ſuch as the 
{pirit of glory: reſts ypon, 
_ — are pres 
to conuerſion, 
Ce are called are _ 
med becomming more 
bold in Gods Phil.1. 
I3« 14+ and for reprobates 
a teſtimony is left on 
Gods ſide againſt. them 
wholc iudges the belceuers 
ſhall be 'with Chriſta the 
day of iudgement. 

You hauec nor yet reſi- 
ſted.vnto bland in ftriving 
againſt finne, you muſtres 
ſolue and prepare for ir, 
whether God will call you 

co 
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ro it, or not : it is a fellow< 
ſhip with Chriſt, great- 

ly argueth faichfullnefſe , 
Ad.15.26.Lefler 

are the markes that arevp- 
onChriſts faithful ſeruans, g1 614 
a great worke of our loue 
ro God and our brethren, 
Hob. 14. 31. 10%. 15. 13.2 
glorious vitoric ouer the 
world,ficſh and deuill, Res, 


12. tt. lcauing glory onthe 
names of fuch, and making 


their example perſwaſiuc. 
Epbeſ.3.1. 

Fourthly,' To bewith 
Chriſt whether by death, 
or by change is beſt of all, 
we deſire by chang if that 
might be , not to put cf 

L 3 the 
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yes bur the qualities : 2. ' 
Co. 5. 4. but that not 
granted to vs, but to ſuch 


Ilyctioiſt, . with ſuſtieion- | 
toGad, to defire rather te | 
be our of the body with 
Chit, then inthe body 

abſent from him, 2. Cor; | 


5.8. 
. Secondly, Yet for the 


EF: ; vie of 2 good mans life ro 
"  Ba38 1x, Nhers, it way make a op 
1. . inthischoiſe, Phil 1.23.24. 


"Thirdly, Good men are 
not alwaics in ſuch caſe as 
to dare to dy, their ſoule is 

troubled 


Cn 0 AA ee. — — — — — - 


| —— —_—— y_ 


| Some Helps fo Faith. 224 


troubled, P ſal.6.3. 2. They 


would doe God mote fer- 
vice, Pſal. 14 9: _— 


fire ro mourne more 
their ſinncs, which heauen 
admits nor, there is no ſor- 
row. | 

- - Fourthly, The godly 
have” their graces mixt 
with their contraries, in 
remiſle degrees the love of 
Chriſt and the love of be« 
ing in this world may bee 
her, nomanherefol- 
lowerh rhe gui | 
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= treaſure, dcliring to 
We in the bedy onely to 
enioy them , as if you 
thought your felicity en- 
ded with your life, Doth 
it not afflit you that your 
loue to Chriſts preſence is 
no more full 2nd flaming 2 
feare not. What gather you 
of Zots lingering in $ 

till (God being merciful ro 
him)the Angel lcd him our 
by the hand * that he had 
no ſpirituall life ? or that 
ſome earthly thoughts and 
affections, ſtriving againſt 


Gen-19.16, his Brace held him* Kindle 


your loue to Chriſt , and 
coole it to the world, com- 
mn Cong 

nem 


7 
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them together. Cant. 8. 


7. Phil. 3. 8.and come vp 
more our of this wilder- 
neſſe to cleaueto your wel. 
beloued , who makes his 
to be the glory aboucall 
ſocieties in the world, to 
their admiration that 
ſwim in carhly pleaſures, .._ .. 
pray ro {ce the felic 
the choſen, the worth of 
your hope in immediare 
commumon with Chrift , 
that he may beall inailto 
you, you may keepe you 
chaſt 1n loucro him from 
_y wich this world, 
greatly defire the 
range} his familiari- 


tie. 
L 4 Conſider 
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Conſider what account 


he makes of the loue of his 
ſer vpon him, Cape. 4.10. 


.and be prouoked to ger | 


more ofar+into your heart | 
that is fo precious 'with 
him. | 


- Go forth in contempla- | 


tion of his ms 
exccllency, glory and bon- 
our wherewith he is crow- 
ned. Cent. 3. 11. youſhall 
find him wholly defirea- 
ble, Ca#r. 5. ro..16, - 
Labour to knoryhis our 

that paſſerh kn | 
and-be drawen to it as fouk 
dicrs totheir banners, all 
the world cannot 


example of ſuch DE 
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# 
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him. | 
In the meanetime con- 


e 
4 
L © trinue inhis loucin keepi 
] 
1 
; 4 
Þ 


| againſtAntichriſt in his bat- 


tailes 


mm 


226 


Swe Helps to Faith, 


© ———} —C—— 


tailes with him, Res, 17, | 
14.He wdgerth and fighterh 
righteoully, and the vi- 
ftory 1s certaine - on his 
fide, Res. 19. 1. 16, 20. Be 
diligent in making him 
knowen, in opening his ex- 
cellencies, that his name 
being as an oy mment pow- 
red out, others may loue 
and ſceke him, ſpeake forth 


: his praiſe, declare his will, 


confefle him before rhe 
world. Ir is not wichout 
fruit Camt.$.13. The com- 
panions harken to thy 
Voice. 

Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and 
peace in belecuing, and the 

Lord 
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Lord guide our hearts into 
the ie of God and pati- Jo 
ent waiting for of his 
Sonne. Vnto God the Fa- - 7 
ther, Sonne and holy * 
Ghoſt be honour, Thanks- 
giving, obedience and ſub- 

ietion : Whoſe is the 

kingdome,power, and 

glory, for cucr 
ceuer. 
Amen. 


FINTS, 


